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Letter From the Chair 

Greetings Delegates, 

My name is Alec Powers, and I will be your chair for the committee on Space Privatization. I 

am a senior here at St. John's Prep and the Director General for the Model UN club. I’ve been a mem-

ber of the club for four years now and have been to a multitude of both High School and College level 

conferences. Outside of Model U.N., I am a member of Spire Society, Best Buddies Club, the Varsity 

Swim and Dive Team, and the Varsity Water Polo Team. I look forward to some thought provoking de-

bate around the various topics related to Space Privatization and the ability to see all of your prepara-

tion be put to work. If you have any questions, feel free to email me at ANY time, and I’ll be sure to 

get back to you as soon as I can. Looking forward to meeting you all December 9th!  

Respectfully, 

Alec Powers 

Director General 

apowers18@stjohnsprep.org 
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Committee Description: 

 The General Assembly (GA) was repurposed under the 1945 Charter of the United Nations and, 

as a result, became the major representative body for the United Nations. Today, the GA consists of 

193 member nations, each playing a crucial role in the construction of world law. Its main role within 

the UN is to make recommendations to states on international issues including those on the political, 

economic, social, and legal stages. Many of the decisions made within the GA have had both positive 

and negative impacts on the people of the state they helped. Declarations made ensure a better com-

mitment from all member states to attain peace, security, and disarmament, with emphasis on the erad-

ication of poverty. As stated by the Charter of the United Nations, the GA has the ability to: 

 1. Consider and make recommendations on the general principles of cooperation for maintaining 

international peace and security, including disarmament.  

 2. Discuss any question relating to international peace and security and, except where a dispute or 

situation is currently being discussed by the Security Council, make recommendations on it.  

 3. Discuss, with the same exception, and make recommendations on any questions within the 

scope of the Charter or affecting the powers and functions of any organ of the United Nations.  

 4. Initiate studies and make recommendations to promote international political cooperation; the 

development and codification of international law; the realization of human rights and funda-
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mental freedoms; and international collaboration in the economic, social, humanitarian, cultur-

al, educational and health fields.  1

Although the parameters of the GA go far beyond these four capabilities, much of the discussion 

around Space Privatization is centered around these abilities. 

 Within the GA, all 193 member states have one vote (Within our committee we will only have 

35). Specific issues voted on, such as recommendations on peace and security, as well as the election 

of council members, require a two-thirds majority of all member states. Other, less crucial problems, 

can be resolved with using a simple majority.  

Statement of the Problem 

A pressing issue  regarding Space Privatization is the topic of space debris. Defined as hu-

man-made waste orbiting in space, experts estimate that hundreds of thousands of pieces of this debris 

are present within Earth’s Orbit. In the BBC news article “The Race to Destroy Space Garbage” jour-

nalist Jane O’Brien states, “Some 23,000 pieces of space junk are large enough to be tracked by the US 

Space Surveillance Network. But most objects are under 10cm (4in) in diameter and can't be moni-

tored. Even something the size of a paper clip can cause catastrophic damage.”  A present issue with 2

 "United Nations, main body, main organs, General Assembly." United Nations. Accessed June 14, 1

2017

 O'Brien, Jane. “The race to destroy space garbage.” BBC News, BBC, 8 Apr. 2017, 2
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the tracking methods put forth by countries such as the United States is their inability to track these 

smaller pieces, which is a of crucial importance to the future of space exploration. Although the 

amount of space debris has not increased significantly over the past ten years, the amount of traffic 

from various countries has increased, making the risk of collision even greater.  

Alongside the issue of space debris, Asteroid mining is also an extremely relevant issue 

when discussing the regulation of space exploration. According to the Outer Space Treaty of 1967, 

“Outer space and celestial bodies are free for exploration and use by all States.”  This law’s relevance 3

to asteroid mining is rooted in the interactions between different mining companies. In its current form, 

the law allows any mining company such as Planetary Resources, Deep Space Industries, and Kepler 

Energy and Space Engineering, to interfere and begin their own mining in the same location as another. 

One of the next points in the treaty addresses the concept of nations appropriating outer space and ce-

lestial bodies. In its current form, nations are not allowed to claim any body or part of space, which ties 

very clearly to the issue at hand. Given the immense amounts of money and resources that could poten-

tially be poured into these mining jobs, the issue arises as to how countries can further reform the Out-

er Space Treaty to better address this potential problem of the rights of  different mining companies.      4

 Shi, Lina. "The Implications of the Privatization of Space Exploration." Penn Wharton Public Policy 3

Initative. UPenn, n.d. Web. 14 June 2017.

 Ibid.4
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    History of the Problem 

 In order to understand the foundations of both the drawbacks and benefits surrounding space 

privatization, it is imperative to first understand the past history and development of space exploration 

today. The first treaty signed regarding space exploration, the Treaty on Principles Governing the Ac-

tivities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, was put into place in 1967 and contained 

many broad principles that have since been modified and further developed.  The original signatories 5

of the treaty were the United States, The United Kingdom, and the Soviet Union, however since then 

upwards of 100 countries have followed suit. The original contents of the treaty can be found in the 

bulleted list below: 

 •   The exploration and use of outer space shall be carried on for the benefit and in the interests of 
all mankind; 

 • Outer space and celestial bodies are free for exploration and use by all States; 

 • Outer space and celestial bodies are not subject to national appropriation; 

 • No Weapons of Mass Destruction are permitted in outer space; 

 • The Moon and other celestial bodies shall be used exclusively for peaceful purposes; 

 • States shall be responsible for their national activities in outer space, whether carried on by 

governmental or non-governmental entities; 

 • The activities of non-governmental entities in outer space shall require the authorization and 

continuing supervision by the appropriate State; 

 • States shall retain jurisdiction and control over their space objects   and any personnel thereon; 

 • States shall be liable for damage caused by their space objects; and 

 Matthew Kleiman. “Space Law 101: An Introduction to Space Law.” Space Law 101: An Introduc5 -
tion to Space Law, The American Bar Association. 
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 • States shall avoid the harmful contamination of outer space. 

In the years following the enactment of the Outer Space Treaty, others were put into place as a means 

of further maintaining the safety and liability of all countries participating in outer space ventures, they 

can also be found below.  6

 Alongside these treaties, the U.N. General Assembly has adopted several resolutions that are followed 

on a non-binding basis by all participating states.    7

Many of these regulations were implemented in a time of great development in space explo-

ration. During the Space Race in the 1960s and ‘70’s, the US and and the Soviet Union poured an es-

timated 25 billion per year into their combined space budgets annually, launching many satellites, 

1968 Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of 
Astronauts and the return of Objects Launched into 
Outer Space.

1972 Convention on International Liability for Damage 
Caused by Space Objects

1975 Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into 
Outer Space

1979 Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the 
Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (Dormant due to little 
ratification by major world powers)

 Matthew Kleiman. “Space Law 101: An Introduction to Space Law.” Space Law 101: An Introduc6 -
tion to Space Law, The American Bar Association, 

 Ibid.7
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rockets, and ultimately putting a man on the moon. The immense competition between the two sides 

yielded unprecedented developments as each side developed better and more improved technologies to 

aid in exploration. In order to fund these major developments and further compete with the Soviet 

Union, the United States increased NASA’s budget nearly 500 percent.  This increase in the budget as8 -

sisted in funding the Apollo space missions in the following years, “After Apollo 11 landed on the 

moon's surface in July 1969, six more Apollo missions followed by the end of 1972”  In just three 9

years, a total of seven space missions were conducted by the United States, estimated to be worth 25.4 

billion dollars.  

In more recent times, funding for these programs has significantly diminished. A great ex-

ample of this can be found in the United States budget for NASA. Compared to the 1970’s budget of 

25 million dollars towards space exploration, the government has decreased the number to 19.1 billion 

in 2017.  This nearly 6 billion dollar decrease has greatly diminished the US’ capabilities to expand its 10

programs. Alongside this decrease, Russia has also followed suit, decreasing its budget from 29 billion 

to 20 billion by the year 2025.  Because of these decreases, both of these countries have, in turn, 11

 History.com Staff. “The Space Race.” History.com, A&E Television Networks, 2010.8

  Ibid.9

 Ibid.10

 Matthew Kleiman. “Space Law 101: An Introduction to Space Law.” Space Law 101: An Introduc11 -
tion to Space Law, The American Bar Association, 
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greatly diminished their activity in space. Given the immense amount of productivity that occurred in 

space during the years during the Cold War, many have come to question whether or not these budget 

adjustments were necessarily the right step to take, or if an increase should occur. 

Due to the decline in publicly funded space projects, many private space corporations have 

emerged, taking the lead on space exploration. Probably the most notable of these private space com-

panies is Space Exploration Technologies Corp (SpaceX). Founded in 2002 by Entrepreneur Elon 

Musk, SpaceX operates with the goals to reduce space transportation costs, and to enable the coloniza-

tion of Mars. Compared to government run space programs, private programs have far less bureaucra-

cy, and far more innovation given their less restricted budgets. Ultimately, SpaceX has been able to as-

sist NASA in multiple supply missions to the International Space Station because of its innovations in 

making the first orbital class rocket capable of reflight.  Private space companies are currently regu12 -

lated similarly to government organizations under the same international laws, but they have the ad-

vantage of being able to pick and choose which national laws to follow by choosing their location.  13

 Forbes Leadership. "Houston, We Have a Market: Privatizing Space Launches Pays Off Big." 12

Forbes. Forbes Magazine, 02 Oct. 2013. Web. 15 June 2017.

 Matthew Kleiman. “Space Law 101: An Introduction to Space Law.” Space Law 101: An Introduc13 -
tion to Space Law, The American Bar Association.
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Questions to Consider 

 1. One of  the major questions to consider when looking at this topic is if a medium between safe-

ty and efficiency can be met; Where the safety of participants on these private space missions 

and the general public can be addressed fully while at the same time seeing ample benefits to 

continue on with future explorations?  

 2. How can member states of the Outer Space treaty better clarify the points addressed in the 

treaty to ensure minimal conflict between different asteroid mining companies.  

 3. Given the immense amount of space debris already in Earth’s orbit, how can countries effec-

tively minimize the amount of debris released in the future, as well as better ensure that colli-

sions with satellites and space stations declines over the next 30 years.  

 4. How can corporations be held accountable to engage in a manner that fully respects the safety 

of their astronauts, while also contributing to the continued exploration of the values of asteroid 

mining? 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Bloc Positions: 

 1. Western European Bloc: The Western nations remain to be the most developed among the 

world. The strong economic development of these countries continues to provide them with the 

support necessary for research and exploration programs.  

 2. Eastern European Bloc: A majority of the Eastern European Nations are already developed, or 

in the stages of development. Similar to Western European Bloc Countries, many of those in 

the East are also in support of further research and development into these programs.  

 3. Latin American and Caribbean Bloc: A large amount of the Latin American countries are still in 

the developing stages and not quite economically efficient enough to build strong space explo-

ration programs. Countries such as Argentina and Brazil are two examples that are leading the 

charge in space exploration within Latin America and the Caribbean.  

 4. African Bloc: Being the least developed continent in the world, Africa struggles economically. 

With many more crucial aspects of their development and economy that need to be addressed, 

space exploration is not something they have taken part with. That being said, space explo-
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ration does not affect them but the power struggles between other nations surrounding space 

exploration could pose a threat to their instability.  

 5. Asian Pacific Bloc: The countries in this bloc develop at about the same rate as Western Coun-

tries. Major world powers such as China and Japan both have flourishing space exploration 

programs, and as such support the continued expansion.    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