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Letter from the Chair

Dear Delegates,

 I hope your school year has gone well up to this point. I would like to express my ex-

citement for having all of you join us at SJP MUN XII. My name is Sebastian Roizner and I 

am a senior here at St. John’s Prep. Throughout my high school career thus far, I have been 

very involved with Model UN, attending conferences all across the New England area. This 

year, I have been lucky enough to be named President Emeritus (I was president last year 

and took more of an advisory role this year). I have chaired committees on Ebola, FARC vs. 

the Colombian Government, and the Monsanto Trials. This committee, I know, is going to be 

my favorite one out of all four years. I am excited to see what you guys bring to the table. 

Best of Luck,

Sebastian Roizner ‘18

sroizner18@stjohnsprep.org

�2

mailto:sroizner18@stjohnsprep.org


Committee Description: 

 This committee is specialized. It does not exist within the realm of the UN. The most 

comparable UN committee would be the security council. Together, the committee needs to 

decide what the problem is and how to fix it. Those actions taken will have direct effect on the 

world around. All procedure will be run similarly to all other UN committees, with a speakers’ 

list, moderated and unmoderated caucuses, etc. The goal will be to create dialogue amongst 

people from history who never actually had the chance to dialogue over a very pressing issue 

that faces society today.

Statement of the Problem:  

 The entire global community faces climate change. This problem is caused by certain 

gases that are building up in the Earth’s atmosphere. According to the United States Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency (when it was under the previous administration), the recent ac-

cumulations in the atmosphere of heat-trapping “greenhouse gases” have been caused by 

various factor. However, the two most impactful reasons are the burning of fossil fuels and 

widespread deforestation. The gases caused by these problems, primarily Carbon Dioxide, 

prevent heat from escaping easily into space, and instead trap it in the earth’s atmosphere.1

 “Global Greenhouse Gas Emissions Data.” EPA, Environmental Protection Agency, 13 Apr, 2017.1

�3



 Greenhouse gases keep the earth’s temperature at the optimal living conditions for 

humans and animals alike. However, the concentration of gases in the earth’s atmosphere 

leads to steep rises in the temperature of the earth. According to data from the United States 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the National Aeronautics and 

Space Agency (NASA), the Earth's average surface temperature has increased by about 1.4 

̊F in the last hundred years.2

 The eight warmest years on record since 1850 have all occurred after 1998; the 

warmest was in 2005. Most of the warming in recent decades comes as a result of human 

activities, including burning fossil fuels. The other aspects of the climate are also changing 

such as rainfall patterns (making them more unpredictable), snow and ice cover (as it de-

creases), and sea level (as it rises). If greenhouse gases continue to increase, climate mod-

els predict that the average temperature at the Earth's surface will increase by 3.2 to 7.2 de-

grees Fahrenheit above 1990 levels in the year 2100. According to Frances Beinecke, “pollu-

tion from human activities is changing the Earth's climate.”3

 By way of the rising temperature, climate change impacts humans and their health. 

Average temperatures are predicted to increase the frequency of heatwaves. Individuals with 

 “World of Change: Global Temperatures : Feature Articles.” NASA, NASA.2

“Projections of Future Changes in Climate.” Projections of Future Changes in Climate - AR4 WGI 3
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heart problems, people with asthma, the elderly, the very young, and the homeless are espe-

cially vulnerable to the extreme temperatures. These can cause potentially fatal illnesses like 

heat stress or hypothermia. It will increase death rates from heart and respiratory diseases. In 

cities, stagnant weather conditions can trap both warm air and air pollutants, leading to smog 

episodes with even more significant health impacts. For example, abnormally high tempera-

tures in Europe during the summer of 2003 were associated with around 27,000 more deaths 

than the equivalent period in previous years. In total, from 1990 to 2008, over 600,000 people 

died directly from circa 11,000 extreme weather patterns.  4

 Rising sea levels are also a large issue that relates directly to climate change. Tuvalu, 

a West Pacific nation whose highest point is a mere five meters above sea level, is at risk of 

being completely submerged within fifty years. A similar timeline can also be applied for the 

Maldives, the Marshall Islands, Kiribati, and Tokelau. NASA scientists now know that the av-

erage global rate of the rising sea level has increased 50% during the last twelve years. The 

average rate is up to three millimeters per year from a 50-year annual average of two millime-

ters per year. Experts attribute rising sea level to ocean warming, which causes water to ex-

pand, and glacial melting, which is discharging increasing amounts of freshwater directly into 

the sea. These two factors are directly linked to being caused by climate change, and they 

 “Natural Disasters Caused 600,000 Deaths Over 20 Years.” Time, Time.4
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are constantly threatening the welfare of small island nations. 

 

History of the Problem:  

 The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) was started in 1972 stemming 

from the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment. UNEP has been working as 

the head international institution to combat climate change for many years. The organization 

acts as a basis for nations teaching them about drafting and implementing new policies in-

volving climate change. It also helps governments work to reduce carbon emissions and de-

forestation rates. UNEP is an essential organization in the fight to curb the effects of global 

warming.5

 In 1988, the World Meteorological Organization’s Executive Council established the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) at its 40th session. The IPCC’s main 

goals are to expand the knowledge we have of climate change and also create a plan of ac-

tion to implement solutions. The IPCC also releases topic-specific assessment reports.6

 Mingst, Karen. “United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).” Encyclopædia Britannica, Ency5 -
clopædia Britannica, Inc., 11 Oct. 2013.

 “Projections of Future Changes in Climate.” Projections of Future Changes in Climate AR4 WGI 6
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 In June of 1992, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 

(UNCED) created the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

in order to implement concrete solutions to reduce the effects of climate change. The Kyoto 

Protocol was an international agreement linked to the UNFCCC, adopted in Kyoto, Japan on 

December 11, 1997, and it became official on February 16, 2005. The Kyoto Protocol created 

legally binding goals for thirty-seven industrialized countries as well as the EU for bringing 

down their greenhouse gas emissions.7

 The UN created the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) based on mechanisms 

converses about at the Millennium Summit in New York City that year (2000). The milestones 

went from getting rid of poverty, to promoting equality between sexes, to fighting the most in-

fective diseases; the goals were supposed to be met by the year 2015. The seventh goal of 

the MDGs is about ensuring a sustainable environment all across the globe, including de-

creasing global warming negative impact, bringing down carbon emissions and the consump-

tion of energy, and offsetting the rates of deforestation.8

 The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) occurred in 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 2012. The conference was also referred to as Rio + 20 in an effort to 

 Framework Convention on Climate Change. “Background on the UNFCCC: The International Re7 -
sponse to Climate Change.” Essential Background, United Nations, 4 Oct. 2016.

 “United Nations Millennium Development Goals.” United Nations, United Nations.8
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honor the twentieth anniversary of the United Nations Conference on Environment and De-

velopment (UNCED) (also held in Rio). The target of Rio + 20 was to push governments to 

adopt measures to further sustainable development in each of their own nations in a practical 

manner; all were based off of what worked in the past twenty years.   9

 The Paris Agreement built upon the original UNFCCC and – for the first time – brought 

all nations into a common goal pushing forwards the ambitious efforts to combat climate 

change and adapt to its effects, giving enhanced support to developing countries to do so. As 

such, it creates a brand new course in the efforts to improve global climate. The Paris 

Agreement’s central goal is to empower the global response to the threat of climate change 

by limiting the global temperature increase in this century much less than two degrees Cel-

sius above pre-industrial levels and to advance efforts to keep any raise in temperature to 1.5 

degrees Celsius. Furthermore, the agreement seeks to further the ability of countries to han-

dle the effects of climate change. In an effort to -reach these ambitious goals, appropriate fi-

nancial flows, a new technology framework and an enhanced capacity building framework will 

be put in place, thus supporting action by developing countries and the most vulnerable coun-

 “United Nations Millennium Development Goals.” United Nations, United Nations, 9
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tries, in line with their own national objectives. The Agreement also provides for enhanced 

transparency of action and support through a more robust transparency framework.10

Questions To Consider:

 1. Until what point should humanity work to change the climate change issue? 

 2. What are the essential problems of climate change? 

 3. How can the effects of climate change be best mitigated? 

 4. How are human rights being affected by climate change? 

 5. Does changing climate change infringe on the rights of human beings? 

 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. “Status of Ratification.” The Paris 10

Agreement - Main Page, United Nations, 12 Oct. 2017.
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