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Letter From the Chair 

Hello Delegates,  

My name is Jack Dubow and I am a junior at St. John’s Prep. I am the Secretary-General 

of SJPMUN XIV and I am very excited to have all of you at the conference this year. I have been 

doing Model UN for four years now, and I am also on the sailing team at the Prep. I am the chair 

of the Young Democrat at the Prep as well as the North Shore Regional Coordinator for the 

Massachusetts High School Democrats. I have been involved in politics since I could walk. I 

campaigned for Barack Obama all across New England in 2012 and I also campaigned for 

Hillary Clinton in 2016. I am also currently working on the Elizabeth Warren campaign for 

President. So as you can see by my history, the issue of the Electoral College is extremely 

important to me. The Electoral College affects every person in this country because it determines 

our President. As a country, we deserve a system that actually works for us. That is why I wanted 

to write this paper. The American people deserve to actually choose their president. Since I am 

the Secretary-General of SJPMUN XIV I will not be able to chair this committee, so I will be 

passing on my chairing duties to your wonderful chair.  I am very excited to see all of you in 

December! 

If you have any questions about the paper please email me: jdubow21@stjohnsprep.org 

Sincerely, 

Jack Dubow 

Secretary-General SJPMUN XIV  
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Committee Description 

Since the formation of its body, the goal of the United States Senate is to represent the 

voices of every American. In this committee you, the delegates, will be representing states in the 

United States Senate. 

This committee is formed to solve the political issues surrounding the electoral college so 

that the Senate can pass legislation to reform or keep the electoral college. The Senate is also 

responsible for exploring the advantages and disadvantages of the current system. During this 

committee, delegates will be given the power to propose and pass legislation and amend current 

legislation, including Article II, section 1, clause 2 of the Constitution, which created the 

electoral college. Delegates will also have the ability to pass legislation to reform the FEC (the 

Federal Election Commission).  

In this committee only one delegate will represent a state’s delegation. Each delegate will 

represent a state not a politician. The goal of this is for each delegate to represent the views of 

the constituents that they represent, not the two political parties. The goal of this committee is to 

work on the problem and try to fix the problems outlined in this paper. Each delegate should try 

to avoid partisan politics and aligning with a certain political party.  

During this committee, to pass a resolution delegates will need a two-thirds majority. 

Since 50 delegates are in our United States Senate, you will need 33 delegate’s votes to pass a 

resolution/amendment/reform/etc. If this committee passes any form of legislation, it should be 

known that it will be passed by the House of Representatives, and be signed into law by the 

President. This committee is very powerful and should use the power granted to it wisely. 
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Statement of the Problem  

The task of this committee is to evaluate the Electoral College system to determine 

whether it continues to serve the best interest of this country given the increase in recent 

elections in which the presidency went to a candidate that had significantly fewer popular votes 

than their opponent.  

The Electoral College in the 21st Century has given the presidency, twice, to a candidate 

who lost the popular vote. What this means is the system has undermined the people’s choice. 

The current president was elected by 80,000 people in three states (Washington Post). These 

80,000 people helped him carry the Electoral College with Pennsylvania, Michigan, and 

Wisconsin. However, Hillary Clinton got almost 3 million more votes than the current president 

(CNN). The United States is divided on the issue of eliminating the Electoral College, with poll 

data showing that about 53% of the country opposes the Electoral College, while 47% of the 

country either supports or has no opinion on the Electoral College. This is due to the belief that 

the founding fathers made the Electoral College for a reason. The founding fathers believed that 

the Electoral College would make sure that the opinions of smaller states, such as Wyoming, 

were not ignored by larger and more populous states like California. However, the Electoral 

College has created a system in which presidential candidates campaign in just a few swing 

states. This happens due to the winner-take-all nature of the Electoral College system. Once a 

presidential candidate reaches 50.1% of the vote in a particular state, the particular candidate gets 

all of that state’s Electoral votes. People living in states like Wyoming are ignored because it is a 

safe Republican stronghold and candidates are unwilling to spend precious time and resources 
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campaigning in states where 

the outcome is essentially 

predetermined. So, what the 

founding fathers laid out to 

protect smaller states is 

leading them to become 

ignored even more.  

 

 

 

http://graphics.jsonline.com/jsi_news/graphics/2016/WISVOTER05G.jpg 

The opposite argument comes from originalists. Originalists such as late  

Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia and current Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch believe 

that the Constitution should be interpreted as how it was written in the late 18th century. 

Originalists believe that the founding fathers knew best. They believe in the fact that those who 

created our Constitution thought of everything, and created a system that is and would always be 

right. These originalists believe that the Electoral College protects small states from larger states 

and rural towns from cities. Those arguing for the Electoral College argue that giving each state 

at least 3 votes protects them and gives them a voice.  

The task of this committee is to re-evaluate the merits and demerits of the existing 

Electoral College system. 
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History of the Problem  

The Electoral College is a body of 538 electors responsible for electing the president of 

the United States. The number of electors per state varies upon each state’s combined number of 

representatives in the House of Representatives and senators in the Senate. In order to be elected 

president, a candidate needs 270 votes from the Electoral College. The candidate who collects 

the most votes in a state, wins all the votes of that state’s electors. The design of the Electoral 

College allows for a candidate to win the popular vote but still lose the election. This was done 

on purpose by the founding fathers so that the smaller states are not ignored elections, in favor of 

the larger ones. To make sure that rural populations would not be hostage to urban majorities.  

2000 Electoral Map 

         First implemented in Article II, Section 1, Clause 2 of the United States Constitution, the 

Electoral College is a unique and polarizing system. Candidates have won presidential elections 

through the Electoral College, even though they did not win the popular vote, in four separate 

occasions. One of these occasions came in the presidential election of 2000. Al Gore had won 

more popular votes than his opponent, George W. Bush, but Bush had more electoral votes. A 

recount and a Supreme Court case would ensue, but Bush ended up prevailing and was elected 
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president even though he lost the popular vote. This election would be one of two elections in 

this century in which the winning candidate lost the popular vote, but still became President, 

2000 and 2016. These occurrences have led to the Electoral College debate becoming one of the 

most controversial debates in America today.  

 

https://ichef.bbci.co.uk/news/624/cpsprodpb/1194C/production/_101021027_counties_past_pres

ent_pennsylvania-nc.png 
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Questions to Consider 

1. What is the continued value of the Electoral College? 

2. To what extent does the Electoral College actually protect the constituencies it was meant 

to protect? To what extent does the Electoral College limit the voices of sectors of the 

population? 

3. The historical context present at the framing of the U.S. Constitution was one in which 

only a sliver of the population was even able to vote, in which the US was largely 

agrarian, and in which technology was much more limited to urban dwellers than rural. 

Today’s context is different in so many ways. Should the increase in technology, etc, be a 

factor in the evaluation of the Electoral College? 

4. If the Electoral College is found to be unsatisfactory, what is the best way to address the 

problem? 
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Bloc Positions  

States that would like the Electoral College abolished: 

- Massachusetts, Oregon, and California. 

States that would not the Electoral College abolished: 

- Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia.  

Conservative leaning states will want to keep the Electoral College: 

- Indiana, Florida, and Alaska. 

Liberal leaning states will want to abolish or reform the Electoral College: 

- Washington, Vermont, and New York.  

 

Further Research  

I would highly encourage that each one of you do more research on this topics. A lot of 

polling has been done about this issue and I would highly suggest that you look through some 

public opinion polling. I have included some of my favorite videos about the topic. These are all 

nonpartisan videos that show what is wrong with the Electoral College and how to model a new 

election system. I am excited to see all of you in December! 

https://youtu.be/OUS9mM8Xbbw 

https://youtu.be/zcZTTB10_Vo 

https://youtu.be/7wC42HgLA4k 

https://youtu.be/G3wLQz-LgrM   
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