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Letter from the Chair: 

Dear Delegates, 

Hi, my name is Brett Butler, and I am your Chair for the UNHCR: Ethnic Cleansing and 

Refugees committee. I am currently at Junior at St. John’s Prep. Along with being a member of 

our MUN club, I am a member of the Prep Tennis Team, the Br. Benjamin CFX Chapter of the 

National Honor Society, the SJP Concert Band, and part of our clubs that help with incoming 

Freshmen (Eagles Wings) and our more alumni and incoming family-centered club (Spire 

Society).  

I would like to see this committee come up with unique solutions and compromises to the 

refugee and ethnic cleansing crises. But, no matter the outcome, I hope to see good, 

well-mannered debate and strong critiquing of ideas, not people. Please feel free to contact me at 

bbutler21@stjohnsprep.org in case you have any questions about the committee.  

Sincerely, 

Brett Butler SJP ‘21 

Chair UNHCR Ethnic Cleansing  
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Description of the Committee 

Courtesy of National Model UN- “The Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is the United Nations (UN) agency whose primary 

purpose is the protection of the welfare and rights of refugees.  The UN General Assembly 1

established the body in 1950 to address the high number of displaced Europeans after World War 

II with a three year mandate.  However, the General Assembly soon began proposing various 2

resolutions to extend the body’s work to groups of people not included in its original scope.  3

UNHCR’s first significant emergency followed a violent Soviet intervention in Hungary in 1956, 

and highlighted its essential role in delivering aid to those fleeing and seeking refuge in 

neighboring states. The 1960s’ decolonization of Africa led to UNHCR’s first involvement in a 

region outside of Europe. During the subsequent decades, UNHCR further expanded its reach to 

Asia and Latin America in response to the displacing violence of ethnic cleansing, organized 

crime, and armed groups.  Due to the need for UNHCR’s continued work, the General Assembly 4

decided in 2003 to prolong its mandate indefinitely. ”  5 6

1 UNHCR 

, What We Do, 2018. 

2 UN General Assembly, Refugees and Stateless Persons (A/RES/319 (IV)), 1949; UNHCR, History of 
UNHCR, 
2018. 
3 UNHCR, History of UNHCR , 2018. 
 
4 UNHCR, Americas , 2018; UNHCR, Asia and the Pacific, 2018; UNHCR, History of UNHCR, 2018. 
 
5 UN General Assembly, Implementing actions proposed by UNHCR to strengthen the capacity of his Office to carry 

out its mandate (A/RES/58/153), 2003. 

 
6 https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/conference-archives/new-york/2019/ny19-bgg-unhcr.pdf 
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In this committee every delegate will get one vote. To pass a resolution you will need 

half of the committee plus one. This committee was designed to help others and has been granted 

a lot of power from the GA and should use its power wisley. In the context of the Uyghur crisis, 

the United Nations High Commission on Refugees is examining primary the issue of ethnic 

cleansing within the region, while also examining international protection for Uyghur refugees 

who have fled Chinese persecution. 
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Statement of the Problem: 

Since 2014, the People’s Republic of China has operated Vocational Education and 

Training Centers, or to the Western world, re-education camps, in the Xinjiang Autonomous 

Region. These camps, established by General Secretary Xi Jinping, are estimated to have 

detained more than 1 million Chinese Uyghur Muslims without trial or charge. Since the Uyghur 

population in the region are an ethnic minority to the Han Chinese population, the international 

community is concerned that the Chinese government in engaging in activities that constitute 

ethnic cleansing. As of 2018, it was estimated that the Chinese authorities may have detained 

hundreds of thousands, of Uyghurs, Kazakhs, Kyrgyz, Hui and other ethnic Turkic Muslims, as 

well as Christians and some foreign citizens. These people have reportedly been kept in these 

secretive internment camps throughout the region, information which has been verified by U.S. 

Department of Defense, the United Nations Human Rights Council, and the international 

community at large. The reports detailed the abuse and mass detention of ethnic minorities in the 

Xinjiang region. Many other reports have outlined the systematic state oppression of the Uyghur 

and other Muslim minorities, which includes increased surveillance, police and military brutality, 

and loss of freedom of movement within the region. The Chinese have responded to these reports 

by stating that the issue is a sovereign matter, and that it is about counter-terrorism and 

de-radicalization in Xinjiang. China has also repeatedly denied the existence of these camps. 
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      The United Nations High Commission on Refugees has been working to examine the crisis in 

Xinjiang to ensure that human rights for the Uyghur and other ethnic minorities are protected. 

Hundreds of Uyghurs fleeing China through Southeast Asia have been deported back by the 

governments of Thailand, Malaysia, and others, drawing condemnation from the UNHCR. The 

UNHCR condemned the deportations, stating that sending these people back to the region they 

had escaped was “a flagrant violation of international law.” Human rights watch along with the 

UNHCR, issued a statement saying that “The risks to Uyghur forcibly returned to China are grim 

and well established,  so it’s urgent to protect anyone in Thailand who the Chinese claims is a 

Uyghur against forced expulsion or return.”  

 

History of the Problem: 

China’s Xinjiang province in the far western section of the country is dominated by 

farming communities and minority ethnic groups. In the province, approximately 45% of its 

population are Uyghur Muslim, 40% are Han Chinese, and 5% come from various other ethnic 

backgrounds. This ethnic and cultural diversity, along with historical tensions over claims to the 

region, have led to years of conflict that have only escalated in recent years. Uyghurs believe 

their ancestors were indigenous to the area, whereas government policy considers present-day 

Xinjiang to have belonged to China since 200 BC. Prior to the 20th century, at the time of the 

Chinese dynasties, both Uyghur nationalist and Chinese rulers claimed rule over their region that 

is now present day Xinjiang. At times, various Chinese emperors asserted their control over the 

region, but it wasn’t until the Qing dynasty brought about Chinese westward expansion that 

brought the region under Chinese rule. After some initial tensions, the region was formally 
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brought under Chinese control in 1884. Moving ahead to the 20th century, the region saw vast 

political instability from 1928 to the beginning of the Chinese revolution. During this tumultuous 

time period, ethnic Uyghur Muslims living in this region were able to claim independence and 

from the state of First East Turkestan Republic, only to be overtaken by Chinese warlords who 

were supplied by the Soviet Union. In 1944, a similar uprising of Turkic Uyghur Muslims took 

place, this time with aid from the Soviet Union. This uprising resulted in the creation of the 

Second East Turkestan Republic, which was eventually overtaken by the People’s Liberation 

Army during the Chinese communist revolution. In 1955, The Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 

Region was established granting some levels of religious toleration to the ethnic Uyghur 

population of the region. Throughout the 1980s, political and religious control of the Uyghur 

population varied city by city in the region. Uyghurs in Turpan were treated favourably by China 

with regard to religion, while Kashgar and Hotan were subject to more stringent government 

control. In one case, communist officials in Turpan ignored Chinese law and allowed the Islamic 

Education of Uyghur children. Despite some political tensions and the rise of the East Turkestan 

People's Revolutionary Party, who vied for independence in the region, religious and ethnic 

tensions remained low.  

          This changed in 1996, when new legislation was introduced that resulted in hundreds of 

Uyghurs being subject to persecution under Chinese law. This resulted in the rise of what is 

internationally known as Uyghur or Turkish militant groups. These groups have carried out 

dozens of attacks across the region and across China. Their aim is to advocate for and protect the 

rights of the Uyghur people living in China from government oppression. Some of these 

militants are even going as far as calling for independence for the Uyghur people in Xinjiang. In 
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response to these threats, the Chinese government introduced legislation known as the strike hard 

campaign designed to target separatist unrest. It was these harsh policies that lead to the strict 

regulations, surveillance, and control of the Uyghur people in the Xinjiang region. Current 

Chinese minority policy is based on affirmative action, and has reinforced a Uyghur ethnic 

identity that is distinct from the Han population. Different regions of Xinjiang enforce different 

levels of religious persecution over the people, but in recent years, government policy has been 

marked by mass surveillance, increased arrests, and a system of re-education camps, estimated to 

hold a million Uyghurs and members of other Muslim minority ethnic groups. It is currently 

estimated that 100,000+ Uyghurs are being held in several mass prison camps, that the Chinese 

government says are being used to fight terrorism. In 2016, an in depth report from the 

economist found that  Uyghurs faced difficulties travelling within Xinjiang and lived in 

fenced-off neighbourhoods with checkpoint entrances. The report even found that in the Capital 

of Xinjiang, each Uyghurs apartment door has a QR code so that the police can easily see photos 

of the homes authorised residents. These restrictions on travel and reported detention camps have 

captured the attention of the worldwide community, who have denounced the Chinese actions, 

and called for a greater international response to the deepening crisis. Recently, the United States 

House of Representatives worked to pass a resolution that explored the possibility of sanctions 

against the Chinese government. Twenty-two nations have publicly written a letter to UNHCR 

that condemns Chinese human rights abuse and encourages this body to take action before the 

situation escalates into a genocide or a mass exodus of Uyghurs from the region. 

        The UNHCR also takes note of the serious issue regarding the deportation of fleeing 

Uyghurs. Hundreds of Uyghurs fleeing China through Southeast Asia have been deported back 
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by the governments of Thailand, Malaysia, and others, drawing condemnation from the U.S. and 

the UNHCR. These incidents have online strengthened international desire to resolve the crisis 

and prevent ethnic cleansing of the Uyghur population. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bloc Positions:  

Bloc #1: Supports the terrorists authority of the People’s Republic of China and disagrees with 

the notion that the Chinese government is ethnically cleansing the Islamic populations of the 

Xinjiang Region. (think China and their close allies) 

Bloc #2: Believes that the People’s Republic of China is perpetrating a genocide against the 

aforementioned communities and favors an international solution to this crisis.  

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. How can the international community prevent human rights violations of the Uighur 

community? What are the tools at its disposal to prevent these? 
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2. How can the UNHCR address the deportation of Uyghurs who have escaped persecution 

in China? 

3. What actions can be taken to protect the rights and freedoms of the Uyghur population in 

China? 

4.  Is this a sovereign issue related to terrorism, or has Chinese mistreatment gone too far? 
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