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Letter From the Chair  

Dear Delegates, 

My name is Michael Villani, I am a 17 year old Junior at St. John’s Prep, and I will be 

your chair for this JCC on the Hong Kong/China Crisis. I have been part of Model UN for four 

years, and this is my second time chairing a committee. I do a lot of things outside of Model UN 

such as playing strategy games like Europa Universalis and Hearts of Iron IV, volunteering for 

the Massachusetts State House, and traveling around the world. Over the summer, I worked for 

Massachusetts State Representative Lenny Mirra as an intern. There, I had to write briefing 

papers and conduct research for the representative, and no, the job did not include getting coffee. 

I also went on an envision program in Washington DC on national security (Envision Program is 

an opportunity to see what life on a particular field is like on a daily basis). The reason why the 

Hong Kong/China crisis sparks interest in me is because its history behind it is quite fascinating. 

A people whose parents and grandparents grew up in a time where democratic ideals were 

promoted, but are struggling to integrate into China due to its opposing ideology. I look forward 

to hearing the debates you will all have between each other on how to solve this issue.  

Sincerely, 

Michael Villani 

(Undersecretary of External Affairs) 

Mvillani21@stjohnsprep.org 
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Description of Committee 

The Hong Kong/China Crisis is a Joint Crisis Committee (JCC) which means that two 

sides in a conflict try to come to an agreement that will solve their problem and write a resolution 

defining and implementing their agreement. If passed by the majority, a resolution may be 

temporarily viable, but in the long run, a resolution made by consensus would be more enduring. 

While delegates have designated positions that reflect very different perspectives, as realistically 

as possible they are urged to find a shared common ground in the conflict. What makes a JCC 

different from other types of committees is that the two sides are in different rooms, neither party 

seeing or hearing the other side’s conversation. Within each side, decisions are made by passing 

directives agreed upon by a majority vote. Communication between the two sides occurs as 

messages delivered by intermediary courier. Throughout the duration of the committee meeting, 

the chair will announce new current breaking events based on the actions of both parties and 

state and progress of the JCC. 

As the crisis progresses, be aware that the decisions made by your party will have 

consequences, either as reactions from the other side or an outside party. A JCC is played out in 

real time.  When it gets silent, just know that it means the other faction is hatching up a plan. It 

will be interesting to see how you and your team will cooperate and debate on the urgent issues 

at hand that requires decisive action. 
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Statement of the Problem 

Five months ago the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region erupted into mass 

protests after a bill called The Fugitive Offenders and Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal 

Matters Legislation, otherwise known as the extradition bill, was on course to being passed. The 

bill would expand the number of criminal offenses that can be tried in the mainland, which tends 

to have more severe punishments compared to Hong Kong. The people protesting this piece of 

legislation saw it as a threat to Hong Kong’s autonomy. Due to this backlash, the Hong Kong 

government attempted to appease the 

residents multiple times by scaling 

back the scope of the crimes in 

question to those carrying a 

maximum sentence of seven years. 

Unfortunately, this did not stop the 

persistent protests from gaining 

momentum. The first big rally was 

on June 9th where hundreds of thousands of demonstrators marched from Victoria Park to 

Admiralty, home of the government’s headquarters, to express their dismay with the proposed 

extradition bill. Despite these demonstrations, the Hong Kong legislative body pushed ahead 

with a slightly modified version of the bill. This drew even bigger protests, of which several 

events are notable. One was the longest march ever in Hong Kong’s history, on June 16th, with 

two million people marching to protest Carrie Lam’s modifications. They demanded the bill be 

fully withdrawn. In addition, during the summer, the protesters surrounded the police 
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headquarters, stormed the legislature, and got into numerous clashes with the police. Things 

really got out of hand when a bunch of 

men who had affiliations to the Hong 

Kong Triads (the organized criminals 

of the city), beat up both protesters 

and bystanders in a subway. On the 

streets, the police responded with tear 

gas and rubber bullets on protesters, 

escalating the protests further. One thing led to another, and there was a massive strike that 

rendered subway lines inoperable and resulted in more than 170 flights canceled. Later during 

the summer, the airport would be shutdown. As 

this was happening, the Beijing government called 

an urgent meeting, alarmed that the protests were 

affecting everyday life and Hong Kong’s 

government increased its efforts to restore order 

via beatings, water cannons, and live round 

warning shots. Prompted by violence, the 

protesters responded with fire by throwing petrol bombs and bricks at the police. Finally, Carrie 

Lam decided to withdraw the extradition bill completely, but it was too late.  It didn’t stop the 

protests. The conflict is far from resolved. 

The pro-democracy protesters got one of their big demands, the withdrawal of the 

extradition bill, but the demands of the movement have evolved. It went from a protest against a 
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piece of legislation to a political movement reaffirming the current autonomy of Hong Kong. 

The pro-democracy camp now has four demands in addition to the removal of the extradition 

bill. The demands include the resignation of Carrie Lam who is the Chief Executive of the city, 

the release of political prisoners, an inquiry into police behavior (Police Brutality), and universal 

suffrage. These demands were added shortly before the bill’s removal. The pro-democracy 

movement has  organized on principle as a leaderless movement. By doing this, they show 

support for democracy. However, for organizational purposes, they have significant figures who 

keeps the momentum going. Some of these figures had been arrested in an attempt to weaken the 

group.  

On the other side of the aisle, the Chinese government is in a tricky situation since they 

want to restore order in the city without drawing too much international attention; not concede to 

the protesters; and, continue the integration of the city into The People’s Republic where it 

belongs. If the Chinese government were to be too aggressive to the protesters, it could result in 

an international backlash. This would be problematic since the world could put sanctions on the 

nation hurting its economy. Conceding to the protesters’ demands could  also lead to catastrophic 

consequences within China by sending a sign to other groups in the nation that they can demand 

more freedoms. This contingency would be a nightmare for the Chinese since it could escalate to 

something more than a protest leading to instability in the country. Now, due to the “one country, 

two systems” policy, Hong Kong still remains an autonomous territory. But the policy only lasts 

until 2047 in which the city will fully incorporated into China. To speed up the progress the 

mainland had been increasing its control over the region. This can be seen very well with the 

way the elections are done. All candidates have to be approved by China and also the elections 
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do not incorporate a universal suffrage system, which is one of the protesters demands. But 

speaking of protesters, they have been an impediment to this. By stopping the unrest the 

government can continue to increase their control over the city. They feel justified in doing this, 

after all, Hong Kong is part of China. China also controls the city government, which plays a big 

role in the crisis since it adds another perspective to the situation (That being Pro-Beijing Hong 

Kongers). How each side use their cards will be interesting since their powers would have to be 

used in a strategic way. 
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History of the Problem 

The origin of this conflict stretches back to 1842 with the British acquisition of Hong 

Kong in the Treaty of Nanjing. Over the course of time, the British Empire expanded its holding 

in the area, adding Kowloon to its acquisitions by the Convention of Peking in 1860. Then, in 

1898, China leased the New Territories together with 235 islands to Britain for 99 years. At the 

time the British thought the Chinese wouldn’t be strong enough to challenge them when the lease 

was up. For the next 99 years, the city would become an economic powerhouse under the 

auspices of the British. Its high-tech industry and the fact that it’s a center of trade in the region 

help the city gained the nickname “Asian Tiger.”  

In 1997, the lease was up and Hong Kong was transferred from British hands to the 

Chinese in a ceremonial style. There was to follow a “One Country, Two Systems” rule which 

would allow Hong Kong to have its democratic government, to continue operating as a capitalist 

economy, and to enjoy the rights to speech, press, assembly, and religious practice, among others 

until 2047. Even with this 50 year “guarantee,” there have been numerous protests due to  the 

mainland’s attempts to increase their 

influence more quickly. The first 

was in 2003 with a bill called the 

Anti-Subversion law, which was 

later shelved due to a massive 

protest of 500,000 Hong Kongers. 

From this point onward, the protests 

continued to oppose the 
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pro-mainland policies that would give the government more power over the city. In addition to 

going against these policies, the pro-democracy groups advocated for democratic reform, 

especially universal suffrage. In 2007, the Chinese government promised that the residents of the 

city would be able to vote directly in their city government. In 2014, the  mainland made it clear 

that the candidates had to be approved by Beijing. For the next three years, there were lots of 

protests and corruption scandals. That was the case until until 2017, when Carrie Lam, a 

pro-Beijing politician, was voted into office as Chief Executive. Protests continued in small 

waves until 2019 when the controversial extradition bill was proposed. If passed it would allow 

those accused of a crime to be tried and punished in the mainland. Hong Kongers did not 

approve of this at all, therefore massive protests occurred. Some of these gatherings would 

generate crowds of over  500,000 people. These protests have been going on for 5 months with 

no end in sight! During this time, the legislative building was occupied temporarily as well as the 

airport for a while. There has even been an election recently in which the vote resulted in a major 

victory for the pro-democracy faction. This is an interesting situation, and it should be intriguing 

to see how this committee could conclude this crisis. 
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Questions to Consider 

1. How can the Hong Kong and mainland China get what they both win without hurting  

              either the city itself or The People’s Republic? 

2. If left unresolved, how can the two sides prevent an escalation of the situation? 

3. What, if any, is the role of the international community in resolving this problem? 
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Bloc Positions 

● Hong Kong (Protesters): The pro-democracy protest’s goals has evolved from what 

they had originally wanted, that being the removal of the extradition bill. These objectives 

became the 5 demands, which has been reduced to 4 since the Extradition Bill has been fully 

withdrawn. 

○ The 5 demands 

■ Removal of the Extradition Bill (Achieved) 

■ Have Carrie Lam (Chief Executive of Hong Kong) resign  

■ The unconditional release of arrested protesters and charges 

against them dropped 

■ An independent inquiry into police behaviour 

■ Implementation of genuine universal suffrage 

○ What they need to do in order to do well 

■ Attempt to get international support 

■ Grab the attention of the mainland 
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● China (As well as Pro-Bejing Hong Kongers): The mainland’s goal has been 

the same since it’s gaining of Hong Kong in 1997. But with the recent events it 

caused the Chinese to attempt to continue their objectives through different 

means. To put simply, they want the city to continue to be the “Asian Tiger” but 

that economic status is being threatened with the protests happening. It also 

inhibits the slow integration of the city as well. One important thing to note is that 

if the Chinese Government give the Hong Kongers any more autonomy then it 

might potentially lead to instability in other regions of China.  

○ Continue the slow integration of Hong Kong into China 

○ Stop the protests + Reintroduce order without damaging the city’s 

economy too much 

○ Do not get too much negative international attention for it’s strictly a 

sovereign Chinese issue 
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