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Letter from the Chair 

Dear Delegates, 

My name is William Boemer, and I am a junior  at St. John’s Prep as well as  the current 2019 

Model UN club Vice President. I have participated in Model UN since my seventh grade year here at St. 

John’s and I’m excited to be chairing this committee on a topic that really interests me. I chose the topic 

of The First Session of the United Nations as a way to connect to the theme of this conference “In 

Harmony Small Things Grow.” St. John Prep is a Xavarian brothers school rooted in the tradition of a 

group of catholic brothers who immigrated to the United States from Holland. The motto of the Xaverian 

Brothers, In Harmony Small Things Grow,  reflects how they went from a small group of religious 

immigrants to a worldwide organization teaching thousands of young men and women each year. This 

motto is quite similar to the expansion of the United Nations. The UN is an organization that began as a 

small group of individuals meeting in London that grew to become the largest and most influential 

international organization ever, working tirelessly to solve the world's  most pressing issues. Both 

organizations have their humble beginnings, but in Harmony and working together even the smallest thing 

or idea can grow. 

 I hope you all enjoy your time here at SJPMUN, and I look forward to meeting you all on 

December 14th. From now until then please feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions or 

concerns at wboemer21@stjohnsprep.org. 

Best, 

William Boemer SJP ‘21 

SJPMUN Vice President  

Chair: First Session of the United Nations on Nuclear Proliferation  
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Committee Description 

          This committee will function as the first governing body of the United Nations that 

convened at the Central Methodist Hall in London between 1946-47 before relocating to New 

York in 1947. By the time this committee will convene in May of 1946, the charter of the UN 

will have been signed, the first Secretary General appointed, and the Security Council, the 

General Assembly, and the commission on Atomic Energy will have all been established. Each 

delegate in this committee will represent one of the 51 original member states of the United 

Nations. The committee will function as the UN Atomic Energy Commission which was made 

up of all 51 member states and was founded by the General Assembly to "make specific 

proposals: (a) for extending between all nations the exchange of basic scientific information for 

peaceful ends; (b) for control of atomic energy to the extent necessary to ensure its use only for 

peaceful purposes; (c) for the elimination from national armaments of atomic weapons and of all 

other major weapons adaptable to mass destruction; (d) for effective safeguards by way of 

inspection and other means to protect complying States against the hazards of violations and 

evasions.”  

          Delegates will have the power to pass resolutions related to nuclear disarmament in 

addition to having the power to make pledges to reduce their country’s nuclear buildup or pledge 

to never possess a nuclear weapon. Committee rules and voting procedures will follow that of the 

United Nations General Assembly with a simple majority being used to pass resolutions. 

Keeping with historical accuracy, all recommendations passed in resolution form by this 

committee will be submitted for debate in the security council as part of UNAEC protocol. 

Debate in the Security Council will allow the SC to decide the punishments and restrictions will 
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be imposed for violating the terms and agreements of resolutions that are passed, but the 

UNAEC had input on these punishments and restrictions. 

          At the time this committee will convene in 1946, the rise of nuclear weapons is just on the 

horizon. When this actual committee met, members of the United Nations had the power and the 

chance to stop a nuclear arms race from occurring and to ensure that nuclear energy is only used 

for good. Unfortunately due to diplomatic tensions and lack of cooperation, no resolution was 

passed and the commission on atomic energy was forced to disband as the Cold War broke out. 

This committee has the power and the opportunity to prevent this from happening through active 

diplomacy and collaboration.  
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Statement of the Problem 

By 1946, the world had changed dramatically since the end of the Second World War. Former 

allies the US and the Soviet Union were now squaring off ideologically with one another about 

what the future of a post war Europe should look like. Amongst the backdrop of these tensions, a 

nuclear arms race was just over the horizon, with both western nations and soviet allies 

attempting to bring nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction into their military 

arsenals. In response to this threat, the United Nations responded by calling for the total 

elimination of nuclear weapons and by establishing the Commission on Atomic Energy to deal 

with the challenges posed by the discovery of nuclear energy. This commission was responsible 

for taking steps to encourage the growth and development of nuclear power and energy while 

preventing the expansion of nuclear weapons known as nuclear proliferation.  

        The founding of nuclear energy promised many great rewards including a new form of 

sustainable long lasting energy. But these rewards came with significant danger as physicists had 

developed a way to alter the uranium isotope and use the fusion to form a massive explosion that 

could decimate cities and anything in its path. The greatest danger at this time as nuclear 

weapons became more and more mainstream was the issue of nuclear proliferation. As defined 

by britannica based on the definition from the United Nations, Nuclear proliferation is the spread 

of nuclear weapons, nuclear weapons technology, or fissile material to countries that do not 

already possess them. In the years after the Second World War in the buildup to the Cold War, 

this issue was incredibly prevalent and crucial to ensuring the peace and security of the world.  

        By this time in 1946, the United States possessed at least 20 nuclear bombs and was more 

than capable of producing more devices. Also at this time the Soviet Union, who was in a 
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desperate race to catch up with the United States, had just completed the development of fissile 

material needed to produce a nuclear warhead and was activity sharing this process with many of 

their Eastern European allies. Other Western nations such as the United Kingdom and France 

were also pursuing nuclear weapons programs. With many nuclear weapons programs in the 

works, and with political and social tensions on the rise, the threat nuclear proliferation in 1946 

was a serious and prevalent issue worldwide. 
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History of the Problem  

         The United States was the First Nation to build a usable nuclear weapon beating out Nazi 

Germany in the height of the Second World War. In August of 1945, the United States also 

became the first nation to attack another nation with a nuclear weapon when two atomic bombs 

were dropped on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Shorty after the war ended, the 

worlds super powers came together to prevent this conflict from ever happening by forming the 

United Nations. One of the issues the UN sought to address during the first formal session in 

1946, was the issue of nuclear disarmament. On June 26th 1945, the United Nations Charter was 

signed and took on the responsibility of nuclear disarmament and the establishment of a system 

for the regulation of nuclear armaments. In January of the following year, during the first session 

of the United Nations in London, all 51 original members signed off on the formation of a 

Commision on Atomic Energy "to deal with the problems raised by the discovery of atomic 

energy." Up until this point, efforts advocating for nuclear disarmament had been led by 

survivors of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings, as well as some nuclear scientists who had 

witnessed the devastation these devices could cause. 

         Less than three months after the formation of this committee, the United States became the 

First Nation to federalize the development of nuclear weapons along with the expansion of 

nuclear power by placing these industries under the control of the congressional atomic energy 

commission. The United States commission assumed responsibility for the Manhattan project, 

and was put under the direction of the department of energy to regulate and expand nuclear 

power. Beginning in 1945, well before the commission was implemented, Generals in the US 

army testified before congress that strict government control and oversight over nuclear weapons 
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and nuclear power would prevent its misuse. Despite opposition in the House of Representatives, 

the plan was adopted, and a civilian organization with military liaison took over US domestic 

and international nuclear policy. Also at this time, the commission also worked closely with the 

UNAEC advocating for US nuclear policy on the international scale. With help from the US 

AEC, the United States came out with the Acheson-Lilienthal Report and Baruch Plan, which 

was the first significant domestic proposal on nuclear disarmament. The Acheson-Lilienthal 

Report, “proposed the creation of an international agency tasked with the control of nuclear 

weapons and materials.” The report had been drafted by a committee raised to set US nuclear 

policy and proposed that the nuclear fuel cycle should fall under international ownership. They 

proposed that this process would be controlled by a new agency called the Atomic Development 

Authority. The ADA would regulate all aspects of the nuclear fuel cycle and distribute fissile 

material to countries for the peaceful development of atomic energy. Under the Baruch Plan, the 

U.S proposed the outlaw of nuclear weapons and advocated for international control over all 

aspects of nuclear activities. The Branch plan was submitted to the UN Commission on Atomic 

Energy, which was made up of all 51 members of the UN General Assembly. The plan was met 

with strict opposition from the USSR and its allies and therefore was never formally adopted by 

the committee. In response, the USSR and allies submitted their own proposal known as the 

Gromyko Plan which called for the dismantlement of all nuclear weapons and proposed 

guidelines for international inspections. The guidelines included limits to the number and size of 

weapons nations could possess, outlined  

the way UNAEC would be used to inspect nuclear arsenals and sites, and called for greater 

transparency amongst atomic nations. This plan was met with strict opposition from the United 
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States and their allies who believed that the Soviets would not follow through on their plan. In 

1949, less than three years after the Soviet’s vowed in their proposal to never possess a nuclear 

weapon, they developed their first atomic bomb and tested it in the Serbian tundra. 
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Questions to Consider  

1. What actions can the Commission on Atomic Energy take to limit nuclear tests by the 

United States, Soviet Union, and any nation desiring to possess a nuclear weapon? How 

nuclear proliferation be stopped through the work of UNAEC? 

2. How can the Soviet and US plans be reformed to pass a resolution that advocates for 

advances in nuclear technology while still preventing the expansion of nuclear weapons? 

To what end does national sovereignty play in this argument?  

3. To what extent do bilateral relations play a role? Should this be an issue posed on the 

international level, or should the issue of nuclear proliferation be settled on a diplomatic 

basis between countries? 

4. Should nuclear materials such as fissile material and uranium be controlled on an 

international level to ensure it is only used for peaceful means as stated in the U.S Baruch 

plan? 

5. How can the UNAEC protect neutral nations not wishing to possess a nuclear weapon 

from the dangers posed by these devices?  Could a resolution be passed sparing these 

specific nations or is the danger posed just too great? 

6. How can proposals designed to deter nuclear proliferation be applied to other weapons of 

mass destruction such as chemical and biological weapons? 

 

 

 

 

10 



Bloc Positions 

The United States of America, United Kingdom, France: Advocated for the total abolishment 

of nuclear weapons as long as their enemies and the Soviet Union comply with these demands. 

These nations also advocate for international control over the sale and trade of nuclear material 

to ensure they are only used for peaceful matters. 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Ukraine, Byelorus, China: Also advocated for the total 

abolishment of nuclear weapons and called for a set protocol for which international inspections 

were to be carried out. These nations do not want the materials needed for nuclear energy and 

weapons to be regulated. 

**It is important to note in this section that nations including France, China, The Soviet 

Union, the United States, and the United Kingdom all advocated for total nuclear 

disarmament, but within 8 years all these nations would possess or by in the process of 

trying to possess a nuclear weapon. 

Latin American Countries: Rarely allied with eastern and western bloc nations, but were 

passionate about working towards a solution that limited the size and capabilities of nuclear 

weapons. For the most part these countries were concerned with their own interests, they tended 

to focus more on protecting their countries from the dangers of these weapons rather than allying 

with nations who possess nuclear arms.  

Western and Central European countries: Mostly aligned with the western powers that had 

won the Second World War, saw nuclear weapons from the United States and the United 

Kingdom as a deterrence to any Soviet aggression towards their nations. For the most part they 

11 



were skeptical of Soviet denuclearization and feared that if the U.S stood down their nuclear 

arsenal the Soviets would not do the same  

Eastern European countries: most of these nations found themselves under soviet occupation 

or soviet influence. Many of these nations backed the soviet Gromyko plan and its proposals 

advocating for increased inspections and regulation. Some of these nations given their size and 

desire for energy independence backed the US proposal that called for an international regulating 

organization that controlled nuclear material and distributed it to nations for peaceful purposes. 

 

Research 

Helpful links for research can be found in any one of the sources used for this paper. Although 

position papers are not required for this conference, the best way to have strong and productive 

debate is to come to committee prepared with advanced knowledge of the topic and issues at 

hand. I can't stress how much I encourage delegates to research this topic and their countries 

position beforehand. If you feel like clarifying your thoughts into some bullet points or even a 

position paper, please share that with me at my email wboemer21@stjohnsprep.org so I can get a 

rough idea of how delegates are grasping the topic. Again this is not required, but it can help me 

as your chair to be prepared going into committee on December 14th.  

Thank you all in advance! 
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