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Letter From the Chair 

Greetings Delegates,  

My name is Bryan Wolf, and I am a sophomore at St. John’s Prep and I will be your chair 

for SJPMUN XIV. I was born in Massachusetts and I’ve lived in Ipswich all my life. Apart from 

Model UN, I participate in Jewish Student Union and basketball recreationally. Some of my 

hobbies include stargazing, listening to music, and playing the bass guitar.  I cannot wait to 

discuss this topic with you all during the conference, and I am excited to hear what you all have 

to say about the future of European economies and governments as it pertains to all member 

states of the EU. This topic has become increasingly relevant during a contentious time in world 

politics and your participation will hopefully lead to insightful and relevant solutions. Knowing 

your positions well and participating in debate will lead to realistic resolutions. I hope this paper 

helps you in your preparation, and I hope that I can moderate to the best of my abilities in 

December.  

Best Regards, 

Bryan Wolf ‘22 

bgwolf22@stjohnsprep.org 

Author and Chair, European Union, SJPMUN XIV  
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Committee Description 

“The European Union was set up with the aim of ending the frequent and bloody wars 

between neighbors, which culminated in the Second World War” (Moon 1). In 1952, six 

countries - Germany, Italy, France, and the Benelux - established the European Coal and Steel 

Community, an agreement in which they put their steel and coal industries under common 

management and agreed that none of these nations on its own would produce weapons of war to 

turn against another. This was the foundation for the current EU.  The European Union defines 

itself as “a unique economic and political union between 28 European countries that together 

cover much of the continent.” On November 1st, 1993, the Maastricht Treaty was put into place 

to officially establish the European Union. This committee will function similarly to the Council 

of the European Union which you can learn more about here. Each member state votes on a 

resolution about the issue, and a fifty-five percent approval by the qualified majority (states that 

make up at least sixty-five percent of the EU population) will pass the resolution.  In some cases, 

a group of nations that make up the other thirty-five percent of the people of the European Union 

can obstruct the resolution in its tracks. 
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Statement of the Problem 

The European Union is an example of a multi-nation social contract, whereby each nation 

agrees to limit some of its rights in order for the whole to be more successful economically. In 

this committee, we will discuss the ongoing rise of nationalist, right-wing governments that 

advocate country over union and the fiscal issues inflame these parties, focus on the future of the 

European Union and the structure of its parliament, and consider whether or not this structure 

benefits each member state to its fullest capacity. Delegates will also discuss the concerns that 

individual members have made public about their role in the EU, whether or not the European 

Union should make changes to close loopholes that members exploit or to renegotiate policies 

that excessively limit our natural rights, and to form resolutions based on common issues that 

countries have with the European Union. Specifically, members will address the issues 

surrounding the authoritarian crisis in Poland and Hungary and explore whether or not 

amendments should be made to the constitution of the European Union in light of this conflict. In 

addition, with certain countries sliding back into the grasp of authoritarianism and various 

European countries pushing for membership, how should the EU move forward in order to retain 

the members they have while also being able to entertain new members? 

Delegates should have a firm understanding of both the benefits and drawbacks of EU 

membership. Delegates can read a brief overview of the constitution here, and they may find a 

summary of the full constitution of the EU here. Benefits include free trade within Europe, the 

free movement of European citizens across national borders, the use of a single European 

currency, and the lower prices of goods and services. Drawbacks include the compromises that 

must be made in fiscal policies regarding the shared currency + the difficulties in crafting laws 
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that seem fair in all parts of the EU. The benefits and drawbacks of the EU can be seen from 

many different angles. Please be advised of the Schengen Zone, the area of all 26 continental 

European countries that have abolished all border control at their mutual borders. Citizens of any 

country in the Schengen Zone have the right to passport-free travel to 26 European countries 

(including the country they reside in). Note that not all EU member states are in the Schengen 

Zone, and not all Schengen Zone members are in the EU. More information about the Schengen 

Zone can be found here. Some countries feel that they have little to no say in the EU, and British 

representatives have been outspoken about their distaste for lawmakers creating legislature for 

countries they don’t live in. Delegates should also be knowledgeable about which European 

countries that are not part of the EU are looking for EU membership. These countries include 

Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Iceland, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, and Turkey. 
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 History of the Problem 

The existing members of the EU have established rigid guidelines for countries looking 

to be admitted into the EU; nations must guarantee free markets, respect human rights, uphold 

the rule of law, and have a purely impartial and fully independent court system. These rules were 

implemented to prevent former Soviet countries from sliding back into authoritarianism. One 

such example of these rules in practice is Poland’s existence as an EU member. After gaining 

independence from the Soviet Union in 1989, Poland became a democratic nation and joined the 

newly established European Union in 2004. Poland was accepted into the EU in 2004 and has 

flourished under the EU’s blanket of free trade. However, after Polish prime minister Donald 

Tusk left to become president of the Council of the EU, authoritarianism began to stir in Poland 

one again. Tusk’s party fell apart without his guidance and PiS, an alt-right party, took control of 

the country’s legislative and executive branches. PiS then took control of the country’s courts 

and placed biased judges in through non-constitutional means, violating the third core value of 

the EU by holding a biased court. The EU has tried to impose sanctions upon Poland and 

suspend its voting rights through article 7, but this requires a unanimous vote from all other 

members, and Hungary, which has had similar issues with authoritarianism overtaking its 

government offices, has vowed to always protect Poland. More information about Hungary’s 

own authoritarian crisis can be found here.  

Not all European countries are members of the EU. Eight more European countries have 

applied for full membership in the EU: Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Iceland, Kosovo, 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, and Turkey. Albania is not expected to join the EU until 2020 

at the absolute earliest, but has been repeatedly urged by the EU to crack down on corruption 
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within its government, especially that pertaining to human and drug trafficking. Albanians are 

already able to freely travel to certain regions that are also open to EU citizens, but this freedom 

does not have to do with the Schengen Zone. 

More than a decade after the 1992-1995 war in Bosnia-Herzegovina, the country signed a 

Stabilization and Association Agreement with the EU. The EU was satisfied with reforms in key 

areas that clearly displayed that democracy had been brought to Bosnia-Herzegovina. However, 

frustrations with local governments and economic stasis imploded, resulting in attacks being 

carried out by protestors on government buildings. The EU is a peacekeeping force in the 

country. Bosnia’s ethnic quarrels remain a point of concern for the EU. The European Court of 

Human Rights has previously ruled that Bosnia-Herzegovina’s electoral laws  are discriminatory 

against Jews and Gypsies. In October 2012 the EU Commission reported that 14 areas of 

negotiation (called chapters) out of 33 had been opened. 

Iceland had met the criteria to join, but a center-right coalition took office in 2013 and 

promptly announced that a referendum would be held on EU membership before any further 

discussion about joining. Although Iceland is already in the Schengen Zone and applies many of 

the EU’s single market rules, many of its citizens opt for the Icelandic krona over the much 

stronger Euro. Icelandic membership would give the EU a larger role in the Arctic, a region 

plentiful in energy and mineral resources.  

Kosovo has applied for EU membership, but is expected to take the longest out of all the 

countries on this list to get approval to become a member state. Kosovo is not globally 

recognized as an independent country from Serbia. Five existing EU member states do not fully 

recognize its independence. Although tensions with Serbia have long held up membership 
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discussions in Kosovo, Serbia-Kosovo deals brokered by the EU have paved the way for both 

countries to progress towards membership. The deal grants a great deal of autonomy to 

ethnically Serbian regions in Kosovo. The EU has aimed for a Stabilization and Association 

Agreement to be reached in Kosovo. The EU commission has praised the capital’s cooperation 

with Eulex, the EU’s law-and-order mission in Kosovo. However, the protection of minority 

rights, freedom of speech, and the crackdown of organized crime must be reached in Kosovo in 

order to obtain EU membership.  

Macedonia has made convincing progress in the crackdown of corruption, police reform, 

and improvement of human rights and its citizens are able to visit the Schengen Zone without 

visas. A Stability and Association Agreement has been signed with the effect of ending 

Macedonia’s union with Serbia.  

Although Montenegro’s citizens are allowed to freely visit the Schengen Zone without a 

passport, the EU has made it clear that Montenegro must intensify its efforts to uphold the rule of 

law, crack down on organized crime, corruption, and protect free speech. After normalization of 

ties with Kosovo in Serbia, the EU began accession talks. Serbian cooperation with Kosovo and 

the arrest of its most wanted war criminal suspects have greatly increased its chances of EU 

membership. Nevertheless, Serbia is not expected to join until at least 2020.  

Turkey met the last condition for membership discussion talks in July of 2005 by 

extending a customs union with the EU to all new member states, but failed to ratify the union 

and its ports and airports remain closed to Cyprus. In 2012 the country launched a positive 

agenda, expressing areas where cooperation could be improved. Although, later in the year, 

Turkey refused to discuss with Cyprus authorities. Freedom of speech, democratic rule, 
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treatment of religious minorities, women and children’s rights, civilian control of the military, 

and tensions with Cyprus. 
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Questions to Consider 

1) How can tensions within the EU, particularly those resulting from the Syrian refugee 

influx, be resolved? 

2) Many EU nations have recently elected right-leaning nationalist governments in response 

to nationalist concerns over identity and economic prosperity resulting from immigration. 

How do these new governments affect the core tenets of the EU founding doctrines? How 

what can be done to resolve the growing authoritarian regimes.  

3) How does the Poland and Hungary crisis affect our understanding of the EU constitution? 

As Poland becomes increasingly authoritarian, how should the EU proceed? What tools 

does the EU have with which the situation can be addressed. Article 7?  What changes 

should the EU implement accordingly with the exploitation of the EU constitution? 

4) Should the countries of Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Iceland, Kosovo, Macedonia, 

Montenegro, Serbia, or Turkey be accepted into the EU? Which countries should be put 

on a fast track to membership, if any? Which ones should be waitlisted or even 

completely denied, if any? 
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Bloc Positions 

Understand that all countries, even the United Kingdom, recognize the important trade 

advantages of being part of the EU and want to maintain them. That said, the following blocs 

might feel similar pressures. 

 Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Poland, 

Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, and the United Kingdom 

- Push for border security or accept very limited amounts of refugees, possibly grounds for 

a greater sense of national sovereignty.  

Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, 

Portugal, and Spain. 

- Countries who have and believe in accepting refugees, but also believe that other EU 

countries should also undertake the burden. Without the other EU countries helping out, 

possible countries that would lose faith in a system with only limited participation. 

Austria, Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary, Macedonia, Slovenia 

- Have erected border fences as a reaction to the massive influx of refugees descending on 

Europe 

Greece, Italy, Malta 

- Are countries taking in the influx of refugees (by sea), and believe that they can’t keep 

accepting all of the refugees. Hinge on other countries to alleviate the pressures on their 

countries. 

Greece, Cyprus, Portugal, and Italy 
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- Have faced a great amount of negative change as a result of the adoption of the Euro 

leading to less faith in the EU system. 

Poland and Hungary 

- These country’s only defenses against the EU’s nuclear option (Article 7) are each other. 

Both are looking to keep their governments in power and to resist the nuclear option.  

Austria, Belgium, Czechia, Denmark, Frace, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, the 

Netherlands, Ireland, United Kingdom, Greece, Portugal, Spain, Finland, Sweden, Cyprus, 

Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Bulgaria, 

Romania, Croatia 

- All voted to impose article 7 on Poland, looking to utilize the nuclear option to push out 

Poland and Hungary’s governments.  
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