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Letter From The Chair 

salvete omni cardinalium, 

        My name is Sam Silvestro, I’m a senior here at St. John’s Prep, and I’m privileged to serve 

as your committee chairman for SJPMUN XIV. Aside from serving as President of SJPMUN, 

I’m actively involved in the SJP Investment Club, Spire Society, and various other student 

activities. I also serve as a youth leader at my Catholic parish where I’m involved in planning for 

and running retreats throughout the year. I cannot wait to discuss this topic with you all during 

the conference, and I am excited to hear what you all have to say about these pressing issues in 

the Church! These topics have become increasingly relevant in a contentious time in the Church, 

and your participation will hopefully lead to insightful and relevant solutions. Knowing your 

position well and participation in the caucuses will lead to eloquent and viable resolutions. I hope 

this paper helps you in your preparation, and I can’t wait to see you all in December!  

Best Wishes, 

Sam Silvestro 

ssilvestro20@stjohnsprep.org  

Author and Chair 
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Committee Description 

        Immediately before His Ascension, Christ delegated his temporal authority to the Church 

when he said to his disciples, “Going therefore, teach ye all nations; baptizing them in the name 

of the Father, and of the son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe all things 

whatsoever I have commanded you: and behold I am with you all days, even to the 

consummation of the world” (Matthew 28: 19-20). This temporal authority of the Church has 

been passed down through numerous generations of Christians unto the modern day, and it has 

been safeguarded by the hierarchy of the Church. The College of Cardinals is a collection of 

various high-ranking and important bishops, who the Holy Father has appointed to be some of 

his most serious confidants and advisors in matters of doctrine and Christian life. The College 

meets on important occasions to perform its duties, which include the election of a new pontiff 

and the ecumenical councils of the Church.  

        Functionally, the College is different than a democracy or any governmental institution. 

Cardinals must remember that the Church is not a political institution and that the purpose of the 

Church is not the satisfaction of its congregants or the secular world. With that in mind, it is 

important to note that this simulation will not be discussing unchangeable doctrinal beliefs of the 

Catholic Church because it is firmly held that doctrine, truth revealed by God Himself, can never 

be changed. However, voting procedures will be similar to a democracy as each Cardinal is 

given one vote, but a supermajority will be needed to pass a document (resolution). This is 

similar to the voting procedures of any meeting of the College. 
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Statement of the Problem 

        In this session of the College of Cardinals, Cardinals will discuss the following issues that 

are extremely important to and widely discussed in Holy Mother Church: whether the mandatory 

rule of clerical celibacy in the Roman Church should be lifted; how the Church can better 

evangelize to young people who are increasingly straying from Church teachings specifically on 

moral issues; whether religious orders of consecrated men and women be mandated to wear a 

habit; and should the Latin Rite mandate the preferred method of receiving Holy Communion, 

kneeling and on the tongue, for all people, or should have the option of receiving in the hand 

remain. Cardinals will be asked to come up with definitive and binding documents on these 

matters that will be universally implemented by the entirety of the Church.  

        These issues have become more prominent in recent decades after the rapid secularization, 

which has diminished the role of religion in public and private life, that has happened since the 

Second Vatican Council, 1962-1965. Various forces in the Church, and more specifically in the 

Roman Curia, are trying to pull the Church in two drastically different directions, one, a more 

progressive and outward oriented Church, and the other, a bastion of orthodoxy for the 

preservation of the traditional aspects of the faith. Each of these issues presented in this paper are 

extensively debated in the hierarchy of the Church, Catholic media, and amongst the laity, 

faithful. For example, the recent Amazonian Synod, a gathering called by Pope Francis about 

issues related to the promotion of the Gospel in Amazonia and comprised of mainly 

progressive-leaning cardinals and bishops, passed a document calling for the ordination of 

married men to the priesthood. This has been repeatedly criticized by countless 

traditional-leaning and status-quo-supporting Catholics because of the lack of continuity with 
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traditional standards on clerical celibacy. The Church, at large, is also facing an obvious numbers 

loss throughout the entire world. Entrances into religious life, ordinations, baptisms, and 

marriages are all down, while funerals and martyrdoms are continuously rising. The basic root of 

each problem discussed in this committee is the increasingly growing loss of active Catholics 

throughout the world. With increasingly growing numbers of Catholics, especially young 

Catholics, leaving the Church, how should the Catholic Church change in a way that reflects this 

newfound reality and work to convert more souls to Christ’s Church. 
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History of the Problem: 

      The early history of clerical celibacy is filled with numerous factual holes, but it is a fact that 

married clergy did exist in the Latin Rite Church. However, it is widely known that the majority 

of these clerics were continent, they did not engage in sexual relations with their wives. The 

Church did try to establish rules mandating celibacy, but they failed because of a lack of an 

enforcement mechanism. The Eastern Church, currently known as the Orthodox Church, began 

to allow incontinent married clergy, while the Latin Church began to clamp down on married 

clergy. By the eleventh century, celibacy became mandatory for Latin Rite clergy, but “it may 

fairly be said that by the time of St. Leo the Great (440–61) the law of celibacy was generally 

recognized in the West” (Catholic Encyclopedia). However, not all clerics have kept their 

promise of celibacy during their life. There are countless examples of children fathered by 

clerics, the sexual abuse crisis, amongst others. These incidents make it clear that not all clergy 

follow the rules, and that the Church has not found an acceptable way to enforce them. 

        Many progressive-leaning Catholics hoped that the Second Vatican Council would discuss 

the issue of clerical celibacy, but this did not happen. Again in the 1970s, there was a large push 

for undoing the traditional Latin rule of clerical celibacy. However, the Supreme Pontiffs seem 

united on this issue. For example, Pope Saint John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI have both 

stated that they would never abolish the tradition of clerical celibacy. However, this attitude of 

strict celibacy has changed in recent decades. For example, older men are now able to enter the 

seminary after their spouses pass away, and the Church has allowed married male Protestant 

clergy to become Roman Catholic priests. In addition, Pope Francis is not against removing 
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celibacy in certain places, like Amazonia, so that the laity has greater access to the Sacraments. 

Various Western bishops’ conferences have also called for its removal in certain cases.  

       With the dramatic decrease in the number of priests throughout the world, some 

progressive-leaning Catholics have called for increased involvement of the laity in the life of the 

Church. For example, many parishes are run by the parish council and a priest remains only as a 

sacramental minister. With this dramatic decrease, how can the Church better respond to the 

needs of its remaining congregants since the sacramental need still remains.  

      The Western world, most specifically Western Europe and North America, has seen a crisis 

in the numbers of people, specifically young people, who identify as Roman Catholic. According 

to the Pew Research Center, only sixteen percent of younger millennials identified as Roman 

Catholic compared to twenty-four percent of the Silent Generation. This figure is also shown in 

mass attendance numbers where only twenty-five percent of young Catholics have attended 

weekly mass in 2017, compared to seventy-three percent in 1955. According to a 2018 study on 

young adults who have left the Catholic Church these people leave on average at the age of 

thirteen. These numbers are much lower in Western Europe. For example, in France, the eldest 

daughter of the Catholic Church, only twenty-three percent of teenagers and young adults 

identify as Roman Catholic, much lower than five decades ago. However, these numbers are not 

only a Western phenomenon, as signs of a decrease in faith are showing across the third-world. 

In 1960, over ninety percent of South Americans identified as Roman Catholic, but this number 

decreased to sixty-nine percent in 2014. Unlike the West, however, where Catholics have mostly 

left the Church to become agnostics or atheists, South Americans have mostly left to join 

fundamentalist Pentecostal churches.  
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       For the past fifty years, the Church has tried to approach young people where they are in 

their outreach to them, and the results have been mixed, at best, so far. For example, there has 

been a long standing effort to make the mass more oriented towards young people by the 

inclusion of Christian folk music, pop music, and other hipper types of music. There has been 

also an organic growth in the number of youth conferences and retreats that have brought many 

people back to Christ and the Church, and strengthened the faith of many. Some of these efforts 

have worked (ie: Steubenville Youth Conferences, World Youth Day, Bishop Robert Barron’s 

YouTube channel, etc.), but the data show that this is not enough. Others have proposed that 

young people should become more involved in social and economic justice work and that 

individual parishes revamp their catechetical approaches. In addition, many traditional-leaning 

Catholics propose that parishes implement traditional music, like Gregorian Chant and Sacred 

Polyphony, into their weekend masses, increase the number of devotions including a greater 

emphasis on the Rosary and Eucharistic Adoration, and greater access to the Extraordinary Form 

of the Mass, colloquially known as the Traditional Latin Mass. Cardinals should come up with a 

worldwide strategy to combat this loss of faith in the youth.  

       Since the earliest days of the Church, young men and women have freely given themselves 

to the Church as consecrated members of the laity. These people make perpetual vows of 

poverty, chastity, and obedience to their superiors, and are colloquially known as nuns and 

brothers. For millennia these orders of consecrated lay religious, both male and female, were 

mandated by the Church to wear habits, created by their individual orders, as signs of their 

consecration to the Body of Christ, the Church. However, with the rapid rapid creation of new 

religious congregations in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries the habits became more 
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elaborate so that orders could distinguish themselves. This led many reformers to call for a 

simpler habit or the dispatch of the habit entirely. This suggestion was adopted by The Second 

Vatican Council’s Decree on the Adaptation and Renewal of the Religious Life, Perfectæ 

Caritatis, which says, “The religious habit, an outward mark of consecration to God, should be 

simple and modest, poor and at the same becoming. In addition it must meet the requirements of 

health and be suited to the circumstances of time and place and to the needs of the ministry 

involved. The habits of both men and women religious which do not conform to these norms 

must be changed” (Perfectæ Caritatis).  

        Since the adoption of Perfectæ Caritatis, the number of consecrated lay religious has 

drastically plummeted in the world, and most specifically the United States. In 1965, at the 

adoption of the document, there were approximately 180,000 religious sisters, nuns, in the 

United States. In 2014, the number dropped to approximately 50,000. The average age of these 

sisters in 2014 was seventy-two years old. There are currently more sisters over the age of ninety 

than under the age of sixty. Many observers, mainly traditionalists, have concluded that this drop 

has been caused by the dropping of the habit in many of these congregations and their shift in 

focus towards social justice causes rather than their traditional ministries of nursing, teaching, 

and praying for the Church. However, there have been signs of growth across the world, 

specifically in relatively new traditionalist orders. For example, the Benedictines of Mary Queen 

of the Apostles, a cloistered Benedictine community of women dedicated to the Traditional Latin 

Mass and the apostolic work of praying for the Church, has seen unprecedented growth since 

their initial inception in 1995. They currently number over thirty sisters in two different 

convents. The largest fast-growing order of religious sisters in the United States is the 
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Dominican Sisters of Saint Cecilia, colloquially referred to as the Nashville Dominicans, these 

sisters decided to keep their traditional habits after the adoption, and they have also grown 

exponentially with dozens of new entrances every year. According to the Catholic Herald, a 

British traditional-leaning newspaper, “Thriving new women’s orders tend to be conscious of – 

and comfortable with – learning from the past” (Bogle). However, it is important to note that 

orders that have abandoned their habit do see new members, but at a smaller rate than their more 

traditional counterparts. They also are continuously declining because they are experiencing 

many more deaths than new entrances. 

        The Catholic Church believes that the bread and wine, Eucharist, consecrated at mass by the 

priest literally becomes the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ through the process of 

transubstantiation. This doctrinal belief of the Church has been held since the time of the 

formation of the Gospels and the early Christian communities and has been passed down through 

the generations of the faithful to the present day. By the time of the Early Church Fathers, fourth 

to fifth century, the practice of receiving communion on the tongue was mandated throughout the 

entirety of the Church, both Eastern and Western, because of fear of losing particles of the 

Eucharist and reverence for the Eucharistic Lord. This practiced organically developed to Latin 

Rite Catholics receiving the Eucharist on the tongue while kneeling by the early Middle Ages. 

The reception of the Blessed Sacrament on the tongue while kneeling was mandated for all Latin 

Rite Catholics until after the Second Vatican Council. After the Second Vatican Council, 

progressive-leaning bishops, specifically bishops from Belgium and the Netherlands, began a 

push for the reception of communion in the hand. In 1969, Pope Saint Paul VI began to issue 

individual indults to nations on the reception of the Blessed Sacrament in the hand. However, 
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Paul VI stated in his Instruction Memoriale Domini that it was important to still retain the 

traditional practice, but that the new practice is allowed if it enhances respect for the Eucharistic 

Lord.  

        Since the various indults in the 1960s and 1970s, this issue has been continuously debated 

throughout the Church without any major resolution. Various dioceses across the West are highly 

encouraged to retain the traditional practices, but it is not mandatory. In some nations, 

specifically many third-world countries, the indult was never given, so the traditional practice 

remains. 

Questions to Consider: 

● How should the Church combat the decrease in the number of vocations throughout the 

world? How can the church expand its human resources to respond to the needs of its 

congregations? How could it use married clergy, women, the laity, others? 

● How the Church can better evangelize to both young people and adults, who are 

increasingly straying from Church teachings specifically due to moral issues? 

● Whether religious orders of consecrated men and women be mandated to wear their 

traditional habits or a habit? 

● Should the Latin Rite mandate the preferred method of receiving Holy Communion, 

kneeling and on the tongue, to all people, or should the option of receiving in the hand 

remain.  
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Bloc Positions 

Traditionalist/Conservative Leading Cardinals: These Cardinals favor the reception of 

communion on the tongue, mandatory wearing of religious habits, greater enforcement of clerical 

celibacy, and increased tradition and reverence as a means of bringing young people into the 

faith.  

H.E. Raymond Cardinal Burke, H.E. Robert Cardinal Sarah, H.E. Walter Cardinal Brandmüller, 

H.E. Joseph Cardinal Zen, H.E. Willem Cardinal Eijk, et al.  

 

Status Quo Supporting Cardinals: These Cardinals are perfectly fine with the current Church on 

matters like clerical celibacy and religious habits. They may differ on the issue of the reception 

of the Eucharist. They favor a new approach to getting young people into the Church, but it will 

depend on the individual Cardinal.  

H.E. Timothy Cardinal Dolan, H.E. Sean Cardinal O’Malley, H.E. Marc Cardinal Ouellet, H.E. 

Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, H.E. Vincent Cardinal Nichols, et al. 

 

Progressive Leaning Cardinals: These Cardinals believe that the reforms of the 1960s did not go 

far enough in transforming the Church. They favor the status quo on outreach to the youth and 

religious habits, are relatively against the traditional reception of the Eucharist, and favor the 

abolition of mandatory clerical celibacy. 

H.E. Luis Cardinal Tagle, H.E. Michael Cardinal Czerny, H.E. Reinhard Cardinal Marx, H.E. 

Matteo Cardinal Zuppi, H.E. Miguel Cardinal Ayuso 
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Note to Delegates: 

Firstly, these are really detailed topics and preparation will be necessary for anyone because of 

its relative foreignness from our daily lives. Secondly, delegates must realize that the Church is 

an unchanging institution. It is nearly impossible, by design, to change anything, let alone major 

issues. With any document, consensus will be key. Compromise will be key. Delegates must also 

understand the importance of tradition in the Church, and how tradition and Sacred Scripture are 

the basis of Catholic belief. Thirdly, look at a variety of Catholics sources in preparation for this 

committee, a good list of suggestions will be listed below, don’t worry. It is important to have a 

nuanced view of these issues and their effects on over one billion faithful. I’m truly excited for 

this committee because of my interest in these topics, and I hope you are as well. If you have any 

questions about the paper, the topics, your cardinals, or research sources—I urge you to contact 

me at ssilvestro20@stjohnsprep.org.  

 

Sources: 

Progressive-Leaning 

https://www.americamagazine.org 

https://www.ncronline.org 

https://www.commonwealmagazine.org 

Standard Catholic Newsources (Relatively Unbiased) 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html 

Traditional-Leaning Newsources 
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http://www.ncregister.com 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeJGHnaPVxYr7z55VF4YmPg 

https://onepeterfive.com 

https://catholicherald.co.uk 

https://www.lifesitenews.com 

 

(This may sound odd, but Twitter has some of the resources for these topics. There’s a huge and 

diverse Catholic contingent on twitter, and I suggest that you search on there.) 

 

Your Eminences, 

I wish you the best of luck in your preparations! 
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