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A Letter From The Chair 

Dear Delegates, 

My name is Phineas Roy. I am a sophomore at St. John’s Prep and I  

will serve as your chair for the African Union committee on Access to Higher Education. I have 

been involved in Model UN at the Prep for about four years now. I began Model UN in the 

seventh grade, and I have really enjoyed participating ever since. This will be my second time 

chairing a committee and I am looking forward to the opportunity again. The minute I saw this 

topic, I was immediately interested and wanted to write the paper on it. Access to a higher 

education is an important issue that needs to be discussed worldwide, and this committee can 

bring attention to that issue. I highly recommend that you read through this paper and do some 

research of your own to help prepare for debate. Specifically, I would like you to focus on 

researching the many problems with the access to higher education in Africa and to come up 

with some solutions to these problems that can be agreed upon by the whole committee. Please 

do not hesitate to email me at proy22@stjohnsprep.org with any questions or concerns. I will be 

happy to assist you!  

 

I look forward to meeting you all in December! 

 

Thank you, 

Phineas Roy SJP ‘22  

Chair African Union SJPMUN XIV 
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Committee Description 

The African Union was established on September 9th, 1999 to rapidly improve the             

socio-economic development of the African continent while addressing issues specific to the            

continent that have arisen from colonization. The creation of the African Union has             

tremendously and positively influenced the ability of the member states to take part in              

international politics and in the global economy.  

The African Union is comprised of 55 members, all of whom represent diverse opinions              

and beliefs of the different nations of the continent, which should be kept in mind by delegates                 

both during the research process and throughout the course of the conference. In addition, the               

African Union was founded on the philosophy “think Africa above all” in order to promote               

transcontinental solidarity and unity (African Union). The African Union comes together to meet             

their goals through the African Union Permanent Representatives Committee which is made up             

of ambassadors from all 55 members states. This committee gathers together at their meeting hall               

at Addis Ababa in Ethiopia, to discuss issues across the continent and exercise their powers on a                 

larger worldwide scale. 

The powers of the African Union include: the ability to defend the sovereignty of all the                

member states, to promote peace and safety throughout the continent, to advocate for             

international cooperation, to protect liberties defined by the African Charter on Human and             

Peoples Rights, to generate conditions that allow African countries to play a role in the global                

economy and abolish those that do not, to promote professions in the STEM fields, and to                

promote the health of the African people who have been affected by diseases.  
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Statement of the Problem 

Across the continent, approximately six percent of African students go on to seek higher  

university education, (African Union).  Of this 6%, many seek their higher education abroad, in 

non-African countries. Unfortunately, students who study abroad often stay abroad, thereby 

depriving their countries of skills they attained abroad. Of the African students who do not seek a 

higher education abroad, many find themselves unable to enroll in African universities. By 

increasing the number of African students achieving college degrees, the African Union hopes 

that graduates will apply their knowledge and skills to improving life in African countries.  

Across the continent African universities struggle to procure adequate funding. Lack of 

funding causes an increase in the school’s tuition to match the high expenses, which 

continuously deters impoverished students. The number of students that are enrolling in higher 

education institutions is increasing slowly, but that increase in enrollment is causing the amount 

of money spent per student to decline. The quality of education per student is declining because 

universities are not receiving any more funding for the additional enrollment. This frustrates 

African students in their pursuit for higher education in Africa and leads to further problems that 

discourage enrollment in African universities.  

Due to the fact that there is a lack of government funding, universities resort to  

raising tuition in order to offset expenses. The average cost of tuition plus room and board in Sub 

Saharan Africa is about $3,000 U.S. dollars. On the other hand, based on the last available data 

from 2018, the average GDP per capita in Sub Saharan Africa is only about $2,700 U.S. dollars, 

(World Bank). As a result of the rising tuition, students in a lower socioeconomic class are 

further deterred from seeking higher education. Lack of funding also contributes to poor quality 
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in educational materials and facilities and, as a result, many skilled teachers are compelled to 

teach outside of the African continent.  

        Many traditional cultural beliefs and practices also discourage African citizens from seeking 

higher education. Often times, people in Africa will follow in the footsteps of their parents and 

pursue their parents career because of the customs they are expected to live up to. This is most 

predominant with women because of the traditional expectations of domesticity. In fact, over 9 

million girls between the ages of six and eleven do not enroll in primary school, making it more 

difficult to enroll in a university that provides a higher education because they lack basic 

schooling (UNESCO).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History of the Problem  

In the Middle Ages, Africa was the main center of learning after the founding of the  
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world’s first university in Morocco. Universities later were founded in Mali, Egypt, and 

throughout North Africa. However, education was almost non-existent in the less habited and 

more rural parts of Central and Southern Africa. This problem was only magnified under the 

colonial powers of Europe that blocked African higher education. In the 19th and 20th century, 

many of the brightest scholars of sub-Saharan Africa were educated in the best universities of 

Europe, leading to a loss of well educated individuals throughout the continent. These scholars 

often stayed in Europe because they were offered relatively influential jobs that paid more than 

equivalent positions in Africa at the time. These factors discouraged those who traveled to 

Europe for a better education from returning to Africa to improve the educational systems on the 

continent. Another factor that contributed to the downfall of African higher education is the fact 

the extreme poverty across the continent. In sub Saharan Africa, where there is the least access to 

higher education, around 239 million people live malnourished or in poverty. Across the 

continent, one and three or 422 million people live in poverty. Poverty in African has been 

attributed to the colonial takeover of Africa that occurred during the Berlin conference of 1884. 

This takeover plunged Africa into greater poverty because the Europeans had more advanced 

technology and weapons which allowed them to enforce their rule. European powers also 

exploited African labor and resources, but took all of the profit back to Europe, leaving Africa 

with little to no benefit from the work. With this deepened material poverty, the journey to seek 

higher education came to a grinding halt. 

           One previous solution adopted by the African Union was the implementation of the World 

Bank’s Africa Higher Education Centers of Excellence for Development Impact (ACE) 

initiative, and the donations of grants and credits put towards the development of postgraduate 

6 



 
 

programs. The World Bank’s contribution has boosted the amount of postgraduate degrees 

earned in Africa, specifically STEM degrees, (World Bank). In addition to receiving assistance 

from the World Bank, universities with a lack of resources collaborate with other universities in 

the same area to create mutually beneficial relationships by exchanging resources and services. 

Many other methods have been used to improve the higher education process in Africa, but the 

quality of education is still lacking compared to other regions both developed and less 

developed. Moving into the modern era, the adaptation of online schools has started to accelerate 

and make the learning process easier for students. This process could be effective, but there is 

minimal internet and electrical access across the continent which would mean less access to 

higher education of online education was the solution. Your goal is to create more lasting 

solutions that will solve this problem for future generations of African leaders. 
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Bloc Positions  

● Islamic and Christian countries with a more orthodox, cultural beliefs. Those who believe 

women should not receive a higher education. These nations often believe that higher 

education is beneficial to improving the lives of people in the continent. 

○ Namibia, Angola, Zambia, Algeria, Niger, Mali, Nigeria, Kenya, Gabon, Togo, 

Tanzania  

● Countries of other beliefs or nations who promote powerful female figures. Many of 

these countries are also have serious issues with poverty and often do not see the benefits 

of higher education. 

○ Central African Republic, Liberia, Burundi, Rwanda, Senegal  

● Well developed African countries who believe in the development of technology and 

online institutions 

○ Seychelles, Tunisia, Libya, South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Nigeria  

● Underdeveloped countries without internet access and can’t afford to implement new, 

expensive technology. Some of these nations have more pressing political issues at hand, 

and are not focused on developing higher education. 

○ Mozambique, Madagascar, Malawi, South Sudan, Eritrea, Democratic Republic 

of the Congo, Sudan, Chad 
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Questions to Consider  

● What are some of the continuing factors that still contribute to the problems within 

Africa’s higher educational system? Even with the ongoing support, why has this system 

continued to suffer? 

● In reforming Africa’s higher education who should be prioritized for access to education? 

Women? Workers? Poor and rural families? And how can providing higher education to 

these groups benefit the continent as a whole? 

● Could the AU consider implementing the practice of online education into African higher 

education? How could the AU support universities distributing eductation to remote 

areas? 

● What financial resources can be found in private, national, international, and NGO 

agencies?  

● In what ways could developed nations, corporations, and NGOs assist Africa with the 

betterment of their higher education? What incentives do they have? 
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More Information  

https://au.int. 

This is the Africa’s Union Website. It has many different tabs and sections that discuss 

what it is and what it does 

http://www.adeanet.org/en/event/african-higher-education-summit 

This website discusses the African Higher Education Summit that happened in 2015. It 

gives a brief overview of what it is and it gives information about what they aim to 

accomplish  

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/04/03/world-bank-scales-up-its-support-

for-regional-higher-education-centers-for-excellence-in-africa 

This source describes the efforts the world bank has done to better the higher education 

Africa. I recommend just using this as an example for other solutions but try not to make 

it the only solution you come up with.  

http://uis.unesco.org/en/topic/education-africa 

This source can be used to get a perspective on where the problems in Africa’s higher 

education start. 
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