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Letter From the Chair 

Dear Delegates, 

My name is Brendan O’Friel. I am a sophomore at St. John’s Prep and I  

will serve as your chair for the UNHCR committee on Stateless Persons. I have been involved in 

Model UN at the Prep for over two years. I began Model UN in the eighth grade and I have 

really enjoyed it. This will be my first time chairing a committee and I am looking forward to it. 

The topic of statelessness has really fascinated me during my research. There are over 10 million 

stateless people that this committee needs to find a nationality for. Thus, I recommend that you 

read through this paper as well as do some light research on the legislation of your country 

regarding immigration to help prepare you for debate. I also ask that you research the past 

actions of your country on statelessness and if your country has any laws regarding stateless 

persons. Please do not hesitate to email me with any questions or concerns! I will be happy to 

assist you and I look forward to meeting you all in December! 

Thank you, 

Brendan O’Friel ‘21 (bofriel21@stjohnsprep.org) 

Chair, UNHCR, SJPMUN XIII 
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Description of the Committee  

The UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, is a global organization dedicated to  

saving lives, protecting rights and building a better future for refugees, forcibly displaced 

communities and stateless people.The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees was 

created in 1950, during the aftermath of the Second World War, to help millions of Europeans 

who had fled or lost their homes. The UNHCR committee leads and coordinates international 

action for the worldwide protection of refugees and the resolution of refugee problems. 

UNHCR's primary purpose is to safeguard the rights and well-being of refugees (unhcr.org). In 

addition to refugees, stateless people have been a focus of the UNHCR since the major 

decolonization of Africa and many other parts of the world in the 1950s and 1960s.  
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Statement of the Problem  

Statelessness is defined as “a person who is not considered as a national by any State 

under the operation of its law”. More than 10 million people today are considered stateless. 

Stateless people are usually denied education, healthcare, jobs, becoming homeowners, and even 

getting married - basic human rights. The goal of the U.N. is to end statelessness by 2024 but it’s 

necessary to make sure that actually can occur. ("Ending Statelessness"). Political and economic 

failure, war, environmental destruction, and human rights violations are all major causes of 

statelessness that need to be addressed in a lawful manner. There are gaps and contradictions 

between different national laws on citizenship and immigration that need to be fixed as the gaps 

between these laws is a primary reason for statelessness. In this committee, we will try to find 

suitable solutions for the stateless people of today. The objective of this UNHCR committee will 

be to create a universal standard for citizenship that will voluntarily be adopted by countries in 

order to close the existing gaps that leave people stateless.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

History of the Problem 

The issue of statelessness is a modern issue derived from the need for nation- 

states to define themselves. As the world began to shift from monarchies to republics, the people 

who lived in a country began to matter. Countries needed to know whom in their country could 

vote, or have a say in their government so who those who were coming in and out of a country 

began to matter. The question of citizenship was a national, not international concern. After, 

WWII, however, in keeping with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, statelessness was 

identified by the international community as a violation of basic human rights and a problem to 

solve as a global community. 

Two conventions took place during the mid-twentieth century, both of which specifically 

addressed statelessness. The first convention was held in 1954, under the UNHCR, and was 

designated to establishing minimal standards for the treatment and rights of stateless people. For 

example, “the Contracting States shall apply the provisions of this Convention to stateless 

persons without discrimination as to race, religion or country of origin.” Their definition of a 

stateless person was “a person who is not considered as a national by any State under the 

operation of its law” (unhcr.org). Similar to the 1954 Convention, the goal of the latter 

convention in 1961 was to prevent statelessness at birth, and from occurring later on in life. An 

example of an article they drafted is: “a Contracting State shall grant its nationality to a person, 

not born in the territory of a Contracting State, who would otherwise be stateless, if the 

nationality of one of his parents at the time of the person’s birth was that of that State” 

(unhcr.org). The 1961 Convention emphasized that everyone has the right to a nationality and 

should not be denied it ("UN Conventions on Statelessness").  

 

http://www.unhcr.org/ibelong/wp-content/uploads/1954-Convention-relating-to-the-Status-of-Stateless-Persons_ENG.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/ibelong/wp-content/uploads/1961-Convention-on-the-reduction-of-Statelessness_ENG.pdf


 

National laws currently have two different ways in which they recognize citizenship at 

birth, jus sanguinis or jus soli. Jus sanguinis, or by ‘right of blood’, means that if one or both of 

the parents have citizenship in a country then their child is entitled to citizenship there, too. Jus 

soli, or by ‘right of the soil’, means that any child born within the border of a country has the 

right to citizenship there ("Birthright Citizenship - Jus soli & Jus Sanguinis"). Because states do 

not all use one method, some people can't claim citizenship anywhere. 

For example, recently the Dominican Republic rewrote its citizenship laws in an way that 

deliberately excluded many Haitians who had been born in and lived in the Dominican Republic 

for generations. Since these Haitians were not born in Haiti, they were not granted citizenship 

there ("Dominicans of Haitian Descent Turned into 'ghost Citizens', Says Amnesty").  

As former colonies became states and created citizenship rules, many found themselves 

left out. The Bidoons, as they are referred to, are the stateless people in Kuwait and number to 

about 100,000. The Bidoons are considered as “illegal immigrants”. Some of the Bidoons are 

former soldiers who joined the Kuwaiti army in the 70s and 80s but were never gained 

citizenship, therefore, having no nationality. After Kuwait gained independence, a large number 

of citizens either did not qualify or did not register for citizenship. By the mid-1980s, nationality 

became difficult to obtain in Kuwait. Those who were classified as “illegal residents” were 

stripped of most rights including key documents, the pilgrimage to Mecca, and they could not 

leave the country because if they did then they would not be welcomed back ("The Controversial 

Plan to Give Kuwait's Stateless People Citizenship of a Tiny, Poor African Island.").  

Some governments refuse citizenship to groups that have lived in their country for 

generations. In Myanmar, a predominately Buddhist nation formerly known as Burma, there is a 

 



 

group of Rohingya Muslims that has been denied citizenship and face persecution. In the 

neighboring county of Bangladesh, the Rohingya are also denied citizenship and are unwanted. 

With nowhere to go, the Rohingya are stateless. Although the Rohingya have family roots to the 

Burmese state of Rakhine dating back to the 8th Century, they have no other choice but to flee 

("Who Are the Rohingya Muslims? The Stateless Minority Fleeing Violence in Burma"). The 

U.N. has defined this as a violent ethnic cleansing. With Myanmar blocking the U.N. from 

delivering food and medicine to the Rohingya, there is a limit in what the U.N. can do. 

Iraq has at least 120,000 people that are considered stateless.  

War also creates stateless people. The Kurds, including roughly 220-300,000 were 

stripped of Iraqi citizenship in 1980, but just recently were allowed to receive nationality in 2006 

("Where Are the World's Stateless People?"). In Syria, before their civil war, there were about 

300,000 stateless Kurds. Recently, the Syrian civil war has caused many to flee the country and 

become refugees. However, the children that Syrian refugees will have outside of Syria, such as 

Lebanon and Jordan, may become stateless ("Where Are the World's Stateless People?"). 

The U.N. estimates that the Ivory Coast has about 700,000 stateless people.  

One quarter of the population of the Ivory Coast is foreign. Millions of Africans immigrated to 

the Ivory Coast to work on plantations in the twentieth century. In 2003, laws were passed to 

help stateless people gain citizenship, including those born in the Ivory Coast (NOWHERE 

PEOPLE: "Ivory Coast”). These new laws helped significantly lower the number of stateless 

people. Today, however, there are still 700,000 people in the Ivory Coast without a nationality 

and they face discrimination and injustices. 

 



 

The breakup of states can leave people stateless. The Soviet Union broke up in the early 

1990s and this caused many ethnic Russians to end up in Estonia and Latvia as “non-citizens”. In 

2013, the U.N. estimated that in Latvia there are over 280,000 stateless people. In Estonia, there 

are about 80,000 stateless people and there are about 178,000 in Russia ("Where Are the World's 

Stateless People?”). Since the Soviet Union broke up, these people have been denied citizenship 

in the country they have ended up in. 

 

 

**Since each nation has its own unique policies, there are no specific bloc positions for this 

topic** 

Note: I highly recommend you specifically look at the policies of your nation regarding 

migration as well as their past actions on statelessness, if any. Most developed nations have 

similar positions just like developing nations have similar positions on the topic of statelessness. 

 

 



 

Bloc Positions 

Developing Nations: Over all the vast amount of the stateless people populations reside in 

Developing Nations. Developing Nations are not as economically or industrially advanced 

therefore they tend to favor fast acting short-term solutions that will help stabilize their countries. 

These short-term solutions consist of immediate food, health aid, and stateless persons specific 

camps, which are not hindered by the countries lack of income. Many of these countries are 

willing to make concessions with Developed Nations in the hope of the reductions of the amount 

of stateless people. 

Developed Nations: Developed Nations have an optimistic outlook on the future reduction of 

stateless people. Citing the benefit of globalization these countries focus on long-term systems 

that will diminish the population of stateless people worldwide. However, Developed Nations 

should be weary of infringing upon a country too much or else backlash might arise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Questions to Consider 

1. As the U.N. sets 2024 as the goal for when we will have ended statelessness, what 

necessary steps can we take to ensure that happens? 

2. What are the gaps between citizenship laws between countries and how can we fix them? 

3. Consider the possibility of creating an international ID card that would store personal 

information, thereby allowing them the possibility to move although they have no 

citizenship. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Identity_document Would your country support 

international ID cards? 

4. How should education and other services be provided to stateless people? 

 

Helpful Sources 

● http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c155.html - This is the UN site for stateless people. At 

this site you can browse the statistics of stateless people by country. 

● http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/545b47d64.pdf - UN document with a list of goals for 

eliminating statelessness by 2024 

● http://www.state.gov/j/prm/policyissues/issues/c50242.htm 

● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Identity_document Discusses some pros and cons of identity 

cards 
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