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Letter from the Chair 

Dear Delegates, 

My name is Patrick Conlan and I am a senior here at St. John’s Prep. I have been doing 

MUN since freshman year and now act as Vice President of the club. Outside of MUN I do 

wrestling in the winter along with a few other clubs like history and future entrepreneurs. I have 

always been interested in the environment and working to better it, so naturally this topic stuck 

out as interesting to me. Although I will not be your chair for this committee, I hope this paper 

helps you become more acquainted with the problem at hand and urges you and your country to 

action. I look forward to seeing how this conference deals with plastics and how the differing 

sides will come to an agreement. If you have any further questions don’t hesitate to ask me 

through email: pconlan19@stjohnsprep.org. 

Sincerely,  

Patrick Conlan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pconlan19@stjohnsprep.org


 

Description of Committee  

Based in Nairobi, Kenya, the United Nations Environmental Programme exists primarily 

for the preservation of the global environment and its ecosystems . Since its creation in 1972, 1

UNEP’s goal has been to act as the leadership on the topic of environmental protection and 

sustainable development for nations around the world. Working in both small and large 

countries, the UNEP acts with the intention of “assessing global, regional and national 

environmental conditions and trends; developing international and national environmental 

instruments; and strengthening institutions for the wise management of the environment.” . 2

Divided into seven different thematic areas, the work of the UNEP envelopes: climate change, 

natural disasters, ecosystem management, waste reduction, along with other sections, all with the 

aim of sustainability for both present time and future generations . 3

Working closely with its member states, UNEP not only pursues the implementation of 

environmental safety and sustainability, but also advocates for education about subjects 

surrounding the environment. According to the UN, the Environment Programme generally is a 

“catalyst, advocate, educator and facilitator”  that promotes wise use and development of the 4

environment. The committee itself cannot force any country into action directly, instead the 

UNEP suggests and advises certain plans. 

 

 

1 United Nations Environment Programme. “Why Does UN Environment Matter?” United 
Nations Environment Programme. 
2  United Nations Environment Programme. “Why Does UN Environment Matter?” United 
Nations Environment Programme. 
3 United Nations Environment Programme 
4 United Nations. “Funds, Programmes, Specialized Agencies and Others.” United Nations.  
 



 

History of the Problem 

Since the 1950s, the plastic industry has grown to become one of the most influential and 

important industries in the entire world.  Cheap, lightweight, and easy to make—Plastics have 5

enveloped all aspects of business, construction, and creation. Single-use plastics have negatively 

guided our civilization to an era of pollution and endangered ecosystems. However, while the 

environment feels the pressure of tons of plastics, companies reap the benefits of a more cost 

effective business plan.  

In the previous two years, scientists have launched an investigation into just how much 

plastic is produced yearly and how much of that plastic stays in the environment as opposed to 

being recycled or destroyed. Surprisingly, the scientists found that plastics have accumulated to 

around 8.3 billion tons in total and that less than 10% of that is recycled.  This lack of recycling 6

and vast amounts of plastics have taken a toll on the environment and the animals that live within 

it. Some scientists predict that by the year 2050, ton for ton, plastic will outnumber fish. Also by 

the year 2050, scientists predict that our current rate will bring the total plastic count to 12 billion 

tons or “35,000 times the weight of the Empire State Building” .  7

This pattern of plastic growth does not seem to be slowing down even in the wake of 

companies and countries taking it upon themselves to change. For example, recently at the G7 

summit in Quebec, Canada, five of the seven member states signed a petition to “reduce the use 

of plastics and, where alternatives are not available, find ways to include more recycled materials 

5 United Nations 
6 Parker, Laura. “A Whopping 91% of Plastic Isn’t Recycled.” National Geographic. Last 
modified June 19, 2017. 
7 Parker, Laura. 
 



 

in the plastics they do use.” . Among these countries, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in particular 8

has gone on record saying that they will commit 100 million dollars to reducing plastic pollution 

in marine ecosystems. Many worry this non-binding deal is not enough, as the US and Japan 

both did not accept or sign the agreement. However, while the US did not accept the deal at the 

G7 summit, they have made strides to change over the coming decades. In a similar fashion to 

that of the Canadian Plastics Industry Association, the American Chemistry Council plans to 

make all plastics produced 100% percent recyclable and reusable by 2030 and by 2040 hope to 

have all plastics reused, recycled, or recovered by 2040 . 9

In the corporate sphere however, many places like McDonald’s have not yet committed 

to the anti-single uses plastic movement. With such major players like McDonald's not 

conforming, the plastic battle will continue to worsen. While some companies like McDonald's 

has not done anything about the problem even with the pressure building on them to do so, 

companies like IKEA have pledged to “phase out” plastic single use products such as cutlery, 

cups, and plates. Furthermore, IKEA aims to have all of these products gone completely . 10

Efforts like these have recently come up and will undoubtedly continue to as the problem 

worsens and the pressure to change will become too much for holdout companies. 

Since 1972, the creation of the UNEP “World Environment Day” has become an annual 

reminder and driver for change in environmental practices. In 2018, the UN committed the day 

to the theme of “beat plastic pollution”, highlighting both the need and urgency of the problem at 

8 Brands, Sustainable. “Trending: Single-Use Plastics Continue to Be Tossed – Nations Imposing 
Bans.” Sustainable Brands. Last modified June 11, 2018. 
9 Brands, Sustainable 
10 Brands, Sustainable. “Trending: Single-Use Plastics Continue to Be Tossed – Nations 
Imposing Bans.” Sustainable Brands. Last modified June 11, 2018. 
 



 

hand . Places like the European Union recently proposed putting into action the ideas of the UN 11

through a ban on single use plastics. These plastics would include 10 items that make up 70% of 

ocean pollution in the EU, according to CNN Money . Among these items are plastic straws, 12

drink stirrers, and plastic plates. In addition, the EU plans on member states cleaning up 90% of 

plastic bottles through their new recycling program by 2025 . The EU predicts that this cutback 13

on plastic items will cut business revenue by approximately 3.5 billion dollars, however 

subsequently allowing consumers to save upwards of 7 billion dollars, saving the EU nearly 25 

billion dollars in environmental damage, and, in total, creating about 30,000 new jobs . 14

In recent years, the realization of the problem with plastic pollution has come to the 

forefront of countries’ agendas, business’ agendas, and peoples’ agendas. Especially in Western 

Europe, the ban of plastics and commitment to sustainable environmental development has taken 

off, with the EU taking the global lead on combating plastic pollution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 United Nations Environment Programme. “Why Does UN Environment Matter?” United 
Nations Environment Programme. 
12 Petroff, Alanna. “Europe Plans Ban on Plastic Cutlery, Straws and More.” CNN Money. Last 
modified May 28, 2018. 
13 Petroff, Alanna. 
14 Petroff, Alanna. “Europe Plans Ban on Plastic Cutlery, Straws and More.” CNN Money. Last 
modified May 28, 2018. 
 



 

Statement of the Problem 

Industrialized plastic manufacturing, over the last six decades, has grown exponentially. 

According to National Geographic, 8.3 billion metric tons of plastic has been created since their 

implementation. However, this number becomes even more daunting with the realization that 

91% of that plastic is not recycled . The worsening problem of plastic pollution threatens not 15

only animals’ lives but our own, as oceans and landfills become one in the same. How should the 

world go about fixing these problems? Acting as leaders of the world’s environmental program, 

it is up to this committee to address, direct, and advise other countries on the topic of 

environmental safety and more specifically, how to handle the crisis at hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 Parker, Laura. “A Whopping 91% of Plastic Isn’t Recycled.” National Geographic. Last 
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Questions to Consider 

● What are the key components or sources that lead to the vast amounts of plastic 

pollution? 

● What techniques can countries use to effectively minimize the amount of plastics entering 

the environment? 

● Would these practices need to be long term? What would some urgent actions be in order 

to jumpstart the healing process? 

● What research, if any, would need to be done about the problem? 

● What goals could be set to efficiently fix the problem of plastic pollutions? 

● How would these solutions/suggestions be made in order to maximize participation from 

countries?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bloc Positions 

1. Many developing countries use and dispose of plastics less efficiently and less 

environmentally friendly as they do not have the means of clean alternatives. Countries 

such as India, Malaysia, Nigeria, etc. would fall into this. 

2. Developed countries, on the other hand, have the means by which to improve and can 

fund their own endeavours. This money leads them to want to effect change, unlike 

developing countries who do not have such economic prosperity. Countries like the 

United States, UK, Germany, and Canada fall into this block. 
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