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Letter from the chair 

Dear delegates, 

My name is Michael Villani, I am a sixteen year old sophomore at Saint John’s Prep and 

will be your chair for this Security Council on the use of chemical weapons in Syria. This is my 

first time chairing, however, I have been a co-chair before in my three years in this club. What I 

do outside of Model UN ranges from playing strategy games, to volunteering for the 

Massachusetts State House, and traveling around the world. The reason why this topic sparks 

interest in me is because whenever the word chemical weapons is uttered, I picture World War I 

and how chemicals such as chlorine played a big role back then. One would think that these 

armaments were banned from warfare so people can’t use them in today’s world, but it seems 

that not even in modern times are chemical weapons a thing of the past, and this is true 

particularly in the Syrian Civil war. I look forward to hearing the debates you will all have 

between each other on how to solve this issue. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Villani 

Mvillani21@stjohnsprep.org 
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Description of the committee 

        Created on October 24th, 1945, the Security Council is a committee of 15 members who 

together have the responsibility of maintaining international peace and security. The countries 

which make up the Security Council are split between the five permanent members and ten 

non-permanent members. The five permanent nations are the United States, China, Russia, 

France, and the UK. As the victors of WWII, they enjoy the right to veto a resolution. This 

means that any permanent member can prevent a bill from passing by simply vetoing it. The 

remaining 10 states are non-permanent members who are elected by the General Assembly and 

sit in the Security Council for 2 years. Currently this includes Bolivia, Côte d’Ivoire, Equatorial 

Guinea, Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Netherlands, Peru, Poland, and Sweden. The Security 

Council is the only council that can take direct action. They are the only ones who can impose 

economic sanctions on a country or group of countries, authorize military action of their own, 

and put in place trade restrictions like an embargo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

History of the problem 

      Chemical weapons throughout history have claimed countless lives leading to their eventual 

restrictions from the global community. In WWI, the German army utilized chlorine gas against 

the Allies in the Battle of Ypres in 1915, causing irritation of the eyes and lungs, and in severe 

cases, death by asphyxiation. This attack would later lead the Geneva Protocols to include a 

statement on chemical weapons and their limitations. Specifically, the protocols restricted 

chemical weapons use, but did so loosely(SH). Later in WWII, the Germans used poisonous gas 

to exterminate civilians in concentration camps, and the Japanese army used the same type of gas 

in their military conquests. During the Vietnam War, the United States fought opposition with 

napalm, sparking outrage from the international community, leading to yet another conference 

about the development, storage, and use of chemical weaponry.  

In 1972 the Geneva Protocols were revisited and combined with new guidelines, 

prohibiting the creation and stockpiling of chemical weapons. However, this new guide did not 

have any certain way to enforce the rules put forth, leading to more future problems. The 1980s 

brought this flaw to light when Iraqi forces used chemical weapons against Iran and the 

Kurds(SH). As a result of these attacks, the 1993 convention on chemical weapons signed into 

law the disarmament and banning of all kinds of chemical weapons and, to this day, these laws 

still stand. Today, accounts of chemical weapons have been confirmed to have been used in the 

Syrian civil war, reigniting the problem once again. 

The Syrian civil war started when the country was facing opposition against the Al-Assad 

dictatorship from its people in 2011. Around the same time, the Arab Spring was happening in 

nations such as Egypt and Morocco. Their people were having mass protests for change, 

 



 

demanding the end of ancient regimes that long ruled over middle eastern countries. Syria started 

having these massive protests after they arrested teens and children for spraying political graffiti 

in a public area. In response, the government tried to appease the protestors. 

A couple months after that the US imposed sanctions on Syria and others soon followed. 

The EU banned oil imports from Syria and the Arab League suspended the nation’s membership. 

After more economic and social pressure from the world, the seeds of revolution started to form 

against Assad’s regime. Not long after the fighting began.  

On April 25th, 2013, the US announced that it had evidence that chemical weapons were 

being used on a small scale. A couple months later in June, former president Barack Obama 

justified the United States’ increased support for the rebels by stating that the Syrian government 

used chemical weapons on the rebels. In December of the same year it was confirmed that the 

Syrian Republican Army was also using chemical weapons against the Regime and civilians. On 

September 14th 2013 the Russians and Americans agreed to eliminate chemical weapons in the 

region. Soon after Assad started dismantling its Chemical weapons but a year later it was found 

that only 11% of the stockpile were dismantled by the UN end date.  

Fast forward to last year when dozens of civilians were killed in a suspected chemical 

attack in the rebel-held town of Khan Sheikhoun. The Russians claimed that the Syrian 

government bombed a chemical munitions depot held by terrorists. Survivors of the event 

claimed that the bombs themselves were carrying the chemicals. The most recent chemical 

related event was when up to 500 people were affected in Eastern Ghouta by helicopters 

dropping barrels of toxic gas.  

 

 



 

Statement of the Problem 

        The civil war in Syria has been raging for seven years now with clear use of chemical 

weapons, particularly sarin by both the Syrian Government and the Syrian Rebels. As a result of 

recent Syrian actions, the UN has been forced to ask: How do we address and fix the 

multifaceted problem of chemical weapons and their use in the Syrian Civil war. To answer this 

question the Security Council will need to address the following subtopics. How can the UN help 

the civilians affected by chemical attacks? What kind of policy can the UN use to limit the use of 

chemical weapons in Syria? This committee will face some challenges while debating this issue. 

The primary one include: the conflicting interests between Russia and the USA and the 

enforcement of UN demands onto a region in a civil war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Questions to consider 

1. How can this committee pass a resolution with the approval of all five permanent 

members? Primarily the US and Russia? 

2. How do treaties that ban the use of chemical weapons get enforced? 

3. How could the UN aid those who have been directly and indirectly been harmed by 

chemical warfare? 

4. How would aid for civilians be properly implemented? 

5. How would the resolution be funded? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bloc positions 

The collection of countries that align with the Russia’s proposals on the use of chemical weapons 

in Syria. These views being that the Syrian Government was not properly investigated and there 

is no full proof of chemical attacks, and that they were used as reason for unfounded air strikes 

against Syria. 

- Bolivia, China, Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, Equatorial Guinea, and Russia 

Nations that show support with the American proposals on the use of chemical weapons in Syria. 

These views generally propose that the Syrian government used chemical weapons and must face 

justice for doing so.  

- France, Poland, the United Kingdom and the United States, Netherlands, and 

Sweden 

Undecided / Neutral nations  

- Cote d’Ivoire, Kuwait, and Peru 
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