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Letter from the Chair 

Dear Delegates, 

Hello and welcome to the School of Athens at SJP MUN XIII! My name is Patrick 

Conlan and I am the Vice-President of the Model UN club here at St. John’s and 

Under-Secretary of Internal Affairs for SJPMUN XIII. This paper was written originally by 

previous SJPMUN member Sebastian Roizner and edited by both the current Secretary General, 

Zach Jaromin, and myself. We hope you enjoy the debate!  

Sincerely, 

Patrick Conlan  

Editor and Vice President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Committee Description  

In his painting, The School of Athens, Raphael imagined the meeting of the greatest 

minds in history, men time-travelling to discuss the world’s issues.  Inspired by Raphael, we 

offer you a committee in which some of the finest minds in history will focus their attention on 

resolving the issue of climate changes in our society. This committee will be tasked with not 

creating laws themselves, but rather creating recommendations for the UNEP and the GA on 

how to solve the problems of climate, minimize its effect on the biosphere, ascertain the 

cooperation of all powers in the world towards its solution. For many people in this committee, 

climate change was not an issue for their society, but at times climate was. More than their 

particular response to climate or the environment, it is the person’s style of thinking and problem 

solving that earned them a spot on this committee. Climate has always impacted humanity and 

provoked societies to respond to each other. All procedure will be run similarly to all other UN 

committees, with a speakers’ list, moderated and unmoderated caucuses, etc.  

To more deeply appreciate your role on this committee and inspire research into your own 

character, you are encouraged to watch the first 81/2 minutes of this Khan Academy video on the 

School of Athens. In addition to discussing the painting, it outlines some basic philosophical 

context that will be helpful in your committee.   1

 

 

 

1 
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/early-europe-and-colonial-americas/ren
aissance-art-europe-ap/v/raphael-school-of-athens  

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/early-europe-and-colonial-americas/renaissance-art-europe-ap/v/raphael-school-of-athens
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/early-europe-and-colonial-americas/renaissance-art-europe-ap/v/raphael-school-of-athens


Statement of the Problem 

The overall temperature of the planet has risen Earth's average surface temperature by 

about 1.4 ̊F in the last hundred years.  This rise in temperature is mainly caused by human 2

activity, such as the deforestation and the burning of fossil fuels, which causes greenhouse gases 

to build up in our atmosphere and trap in the heat from the sun . On this projected course, 3

scientists predict the temperature of Earth's surface will increase by 3.2 to 7.2 degrees Fahrenheit 

above 1990 levels in the year 2100.  Even though these predictions are extreme, scientists 4

recently discovered that the rate of icebergs melting in Antarctica has increased past their 

original predictions. Although this is alarming for the near future, measures to slow or stop it will 

have immediate impacts on the global, national, and local economies which, in turn, impact 

political stability and social structure. The biosphere is fragile, and is wildly out of balance. This 

is where the committee must step in and create a plan to correct the imbalance, addressing 

present concerns with those imminent in the near future. It must address both the physical 

problems and societal problems posed by climate change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Features/WorldOfChange/decadaltemp.php 
 
3 https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/global-greenhouse-gas-emissions-data 
4 https://www.ipcc.ch/publications_and_data/ar4/wg1/en/spmsspm-projections-of.html 

https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Features/WorldOfChange/decadaltemp.php
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/global-greenhouse-gas-emissions-data
https://www.ipcc.ch/publications_and_data/ar4/wg1/en/spmsspm-projections-of.html


History of the Problem 

The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) was started in 1972 stemming 

from the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment. UNEP has been working as the 

head international institution to combat climate change for many years. The organization acts as 

a basis for nations, teaching them about drafting and implementing new policies involving 

climate change. It also helps governments work to reduce carbon emissions and deforestation 

rates. UNEP is an essential organization in the fight to curb the effects of global warming.  5

In 1988, the World Meteorological Organization’s Executive Council established the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) at its 40th session. The IPCC’s main goals 

are to expand the knowledge we have of climate change and also create a plan of action to 

implement solutions. The IPCC also releases topic-specific assessment reports.   6

In June of 1992, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 

(UNCED) created the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 

order to implement concrete solutions to reduce the effects of climate change. The Kyoto 

Protocol was an international agreement, which extended the international treaty established by 

UNFCCC, adopted in Kyoto, Japan on December 11, 1997, and it became official on February 

16, 2005. The Kyoto Protocol created legally binding goals for thirty-seven industrialized 

countries as well as the EU for bringing down their greenhouse gas emissions.  7

Meanwhile, the UN created the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) based on 

mechanisms discussed at the Millennium Summit in New York City that year (2000). The 

5 https://www.britannica.com/topic/United-Nations-Environment-Programme 
6 http://www.ipcc.ch/news_and_events/docs/factsheets/FS_what_ipcc.pdf 
7 http://unfccc.int/essential_background/items/6031.php 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/United-Nations-Environment-Programme
http://www.ipcc.ch/news_and_events/docs/factsheets/FS_what_ipcc.pdf
http://unfccc.int/essential_background/items/6031.php


purpose of this accord ranged from eliminating poverty, to promoting equality between sexes, to 

fighting the most infectious diseases; the goals were supposed to be met by the year 2015. The 

seventh goal of the MDGs was about ensuring a sustainable environment all across the globe, 

which means decreasing global warming’s negative impact.  To accomplish this, developed 8

countries must slow the rates of deforestation and reduce the use and burning of fossil fuels for 

energy. 

The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) occurred in Rio 

de Janeiro, Brazil in 2012. The conference was also referred to as Rio + 20 in an effort to honor 

the twentieth anniversary of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 

(UNCED) (also held in Rio). The target of Rio + 20 was to push governments to adopt measures, 

through development goals and the creation of intergovernmental committees, to further 

sustainable development in each of their own nations in a practical manner; all were based off of 

what worked in the past twenty years.  9

The Paris Agreement built upon the original UNFCCC and – for the first time – brought 

all nations, with the exception of the United States, into a common goal advancing the ambitious 

efforts to combat climate change and adapt to its effects, giving support to developing countries 

to do so. As such, it creates a brand new course in the efforts to improve global climate. The 

Paris Agreement’s central goal is to create and structure a global response to the threat of global 

warming by limiting the global temperature increase in this century much less than two degrees 

Celsius above pre-industrial levels and to advance efforts to keep any raise in temperature to 1.5 

degrees Celsius. Furthermore, the agreement seeks to further the ability of countries to handle the 

8 http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/bkgd.shtml 
9 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/rio20 

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/bkgd.shtml
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/rio20


effects of climate change. In an effort to -reach these ambitious goals, appropriate financial 

flows, a new technology framework and an enhanced capacity building framework will be put in 

place, thus supporting action by developing countries and the most vulnerable countries, in line 

with their own national objectives. The Agreement also provides for enhanced transparency of 

action and support through a more robust transparency framework.  While the U.S., a major 10

contributor to harmful emissions, recently pulled out of the Paris Agreement, it has not stopped 

individual states within the country adopting goals to reduce carbon emissions. Furthermore, a 

number of nations are on track to exceed the goals they set out in the Paris Agreement. 

[http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485.php It is worthwhile to read this document 

closely.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485.php 

http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485.php
http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485.php


Questions To Consider 

1. How should we think about the essential physical problems of global warming?  

2. What , if any, trade offs should be considered between present and future standards of 

living? 

3. How can the effects of global warming be best mitigated? 

4. What human activity contributes to global warming, and where is this activity located? 

5. What are the consequences of changing the laws regarding global warming to the main 

contributors of global warming? 

6. How are human rights and daily lives being affected by global warming? 

7. How can humanity work to help those who are affected by the global warming? 

8. Do we need to focus on the mental aspect of global warming or the technological side? 

Research 

For this committee, the person you are assigned may or may not have a public position on 

global warming. However, through their actions and their feelings for nature and industry, you 

have the ability to figure out where they would stand on the issue of global warming. As well as 

how they would most like to go about fixing the issue. In general, look up their actions, beliefs, 

and how they feel about nature to be fully prepared for this committee. Good luck, and most 

importantly have fun.  

 

 

 

 



Fellow Committee Members 

         To fully prepare for this committee, it would be helpful to know who else is going to be 

there. Here is a list of every person who is going to be present at this committee: Margaret 

Cavendish, John Muir, Sara Palin, Elizabeth 1st, Scott Pruitt, Henry David Thoreau, Rene 

Ngongo, Mohammed Barkindo, Aristotle, Indira Gandhi, Rex Tillerson, Jane Goodall, Robert E 

Murray, Mother Teresa, Lao Tzu, Milton Friedman, Dorothy Day, Moses, John Stuart Mill, 

Immanuel Kant, Thomas Malthus, Friedich Engels, Nelson Mandela, Anglea Merkel, Friedrich 

Nietzsche, Vladimir Lenin, Ghandi, Upton Sinclair, John Keynes, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Rosa 

Luxemburg, Pope Francis, Dalai Lama, Rachel Carson, Wangari Maathai,Confucius, and Ayn 

Rand 
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