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Letter From the Chair 

Greetings Delegates,  

Hello, my name is Nick DeMarco, and I am a sophomore at St. John’s Preparatory 

School and I will be your chair for SJPMUN XIII. I was born as a triplet in Massachusetts, and, 

apart from participating in Model UN, I run winter and spring track and play football and 

basketball recreationally. Some of my hobbies include golfing, skiing, fishing, and photography. 

I cannot wait to discuss this topic with you all during the conference, and I am excited to hear 

what you all have to say about the centralization and autonomy as it pertains to all member states 

of the EU.  This topic has become increasingly relevant in a contentious time in world politics 

and your participation will hopefully lead to insightful and relevant solutions. Knowing your 

position well and participation in the caucuses will lead to eloquent and viable resolutions. I hope 

this paper helps you in your preparation, and I can’t wait to see you all in December!  

Best Regards, 

Nick DeMarco ‘21 

ndemarco21@stjohnsprep.org  

Author and Chair  
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Committee Description 

“The European Union was set up with the aim of ending the frequent and bloody wars 

between neighbors, which culminated in the Second World War.”   In 1952, six countries, 1

Germany, Italy, France, and the Benelux, established the European Coal and Steel Community, 

an agreement in which they put their steel and coal industries under common management and 

agreed that no nation on its own would produce weapons of war to turn against the other.  This 2

was the foundation for the current EU.  The European Union defines itself as “a unique 

economic and political union between 28 European countries that together cover much of the 

continent.” On November 1st, 1993, the Maastricht Treaty was put into place to officially 

establish the European Union. This committee will function similarly to the Council of the 

European Union which you can learn more about here . Each member state votes on a resolution 3

about the issue, and a fifty-five percent approval by the qualified majority (states that make up at 

least sixty-five percent of the EU population) will pass the resolution.  In some cases, a group of 

nations that make up the other thirty-five percent of the people of the European Union can 

obstruct the resolution in its tracks . 4

 

 

 

 

 

1 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/history/1945-1959_en 
 
2 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/history/1945-1959_en  
3 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/institutions-bodies/council-eu_en 
4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-jZu0lUUAeM&t=21s  
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Statement of the Problem 

In this committee, members will discuss the ongoing struggle between centralization and 

nationalism, focusing on the future of the European Union.  More specifically, members will 

address the issue of Brexit, and how it has played a role in influencing other possible splits from 

the EU in favor of countries claiming national sovereignty. The possibility of nations breaking 

away from the EU, and members reclaiming their national sovereignty by defying EU laws in 

favor of their own, are reflected in secondary issues of the migration crisis and financial stress. 

The job of government is to protect its people from foreign and domestic threats, balancing the 

rights and responsibilities of its divergent groups, and—as John Locke would say—when their 

rights are too restricted, the people have the right and responsibility to challenge the government. 

The European Union, created voluntarily in 1993 , is facing such a challenge. Member states are 5

objecting to perceived financial, security, and sovereignty concerns. Countries such as Czechia, 

Hungary, and Poland all are being tried by the EU in the European Court of Justice and are being 

punished with financial penalties due to violating the number of refugees determined by the EU 

that need be accepted in their countries and by building of border fences.  On June 23rd, 2016, 

the United Kingdom voted to leave the European Union because of financial concerns and 

security concerns, wanting to control their borders.  With current member states facing problems 

such as economic disparity, Brexit, and some other members floating the idea of leaving, how 

should the EU move forward in order to retain the numbers they have, while also being able to 

entertain new members? 

 

5 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/history/1945-1959_en 
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History of the Problem 

In 2009, the European Parliament in Brussels, negotiated the Lisbon Treaty, effectively 

amending the EU constitution, by giving the parliament more authority to regulate economic 

practices in exchange for greater democratic input, more transparency, and more efficiency. As 

part of the treaty, Article 50, for the first time, outlined the process by which a state would 

withdraw from the EU. In 2015, then British Prime Minister David Cameron’s Chatham House 

speech laid out Europe’s challenges, the impact they had on Britain’s national and economic 

security, and the possibility of renegotiating British membership in the EU. On that, the United 

Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP), founded by Nigel Farage and Alan Sked in 1993, started 

to gain massive amounts of support due to its anti-EU sentiments and ideals. Several years of 

economic unrest in the EU, as well as the immigrant crisis, prompted Prime Minister Cameron to 

renegotiate the relationship with the EU, and promise a national referendum in Britain on 

whether to stay in the union. The perceived shortcomings of the EU lead to a narrow margin of 

victory for Brexiteers. Exactly 71.8% of the people in the U.K. voted, 51.9 voted to leave while 

the other 48.1 voted to stay and, after David Cameron resigned, Prime Minister Theresa May 

triggered Article 50 by announcing Britain’s intent to leave the union. The Council officially 

ruled the deadline to leave the EU as March, 30th, 2019. As of 2018, in support of this vote and 

outcome, founder of the UKIP Nigel Farage exclaimed “I don’t like it when faceless bureaucrats 

make laws for nations they don’t even live in,” while also specifically attacking EU policies that 

have harmed the British people, “A system of lawmaking has been devised where not only can 

the voters not change anything, but the institutions are incapable of reform… the U.K. is an 

island where (we) are only allowed to catch 20% of the fish swimming in territorial British 

 



 

waters.  That means tens of thousands of jobs lost in Britain’s coastal communities.” That said, 

EU members oppose Brexit arrangements in which Britain retains benefits of EU trades without 

the responsibilities it entails, yet must navigate changes carefully so as to not upset the stability 

of their markets. 

Immigration, in particular refugees, asylum seekers, and economic migrants has 

overwhelmed EU member states in recent years, creating animosity among some national 

populations toward the EU government. Since 2015 Europe has experienced the second highest 

influx of refugees since World War II from 1939-1945. Syria tops the list, due to the Syrian Civil 

War which started in 2011, with, as of June 7th, 2018, over 5.6 million registered Syrian 

refugees. According to the Dublin Regulation, refugees are assigned to stay in the EU member 

state in which they arrive. However, rules surrounding immigration and the acceptance of 

immigrants have caused contention within the EU, with states like Hungary, Czechia, Poland, 

and Austria facing trials before the European Union Court of Justice and financial penalties for 

refusing to take in their EU-determined quota of refugees. These countries cite anti-immigrant 

sentiments among their populations and a corresponding growth in extreme right nationalist 

groups as reasons for non-compliance. The same cannot be said, however, for both Greece and 

Italy who have been inundated with refugees and left to take the burden while other EU nations 

refuse to accept said refugees. Meanwhile, countries like Germany have pledged to take more 

than all other countries combined in the EU (800,000). In 2015, Germany took in around 1.1 

million refugees while controlling their intake so as to not overwhelm the country,  evidenced by 

their strengthening borders. While countries such as Germany have found success in taking large 

amounts of refugees, concerns have been raised about the ability for those refugees to succeed in 

 



 

Germany, raising questions of both EU and German governance. Refugees are not the only 

immigrants. According to the EU Vice-President Frans Timmermans, “six out of ten migrants to 

Europe come for ‘economic reasons’ and are not refugees” while also stating that “many 

migrants are from peaceful countries in North Africa”. European countries, like Germany, have 

taken massive amounts of refugees from both Syria, many of whom are highly qualified workers, 

and from places of less economic prosperity and, while migration seems to challenge Europe as a 

whole, economic stimulation can still come from accepting immigrants as their own populations 

are declining.  Migration, a clear point of contention within the European Union, has lead many 6

nations to grow apart from the policies of the EU further contributing to the problem at hand of 

nationalism vs centralism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 https://money.usnews.com/money/retirement/slideshows/10-rapidly-aging-countries  
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Questions to Consider 

1) How will we resolve critical issues for Brexit to be completed or rejected? In particular: 

the Irish border, the ability of EU citizens to continue to live and work in Britain, changes 

in British immigration and services to immigrants, and national security concerns. 

2) How does “Brexit” affect the future of the EU and does it serve as inspiration for future 

exits in the union? How should the EU address problems such as the ones listed above 

with the goal of keeping members within the EU, and avoiding more “Brexits”? 

3) Should countries like Poland, Czechia, Hungary, and Bulgaria be able implement border 

security to hinder the flow of refugees? Is it ethical? How should incoming and pre 

existing refugees be processed/dealt with? 

4) Many EU nations, have recently elected right-leaning nationalist governments in 

response to nationalist concerns over identity and economic prosperity resulting 

immigration. How do these new governments affect the core tenets of the EU.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bloc Positions 

Understand that all countries, even Britain, recognize the important trade advantages of being 

part of the EU and want to maintain them. That said, the following blocs might feel similar 

pressures. 

 Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Poland, 

Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, and United Kingdom 

- Push for border security or accept very limited amounts of refugees, possibly grounds for 

a greater sense of national sovereignty.  

Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, 

Portugal, and Spain. 

- Are countries who have and believe in accepting refugees, but also believe that other EU 

countries should also undertake the burden. Without the other EU countries helping out, 

possible countries that would lose faith in a system with only limited participation. 

Greece, Italy, Malta 

- Are countries taking in the influx of the refugees (by sea), and believe that they can’t 

keep accepting all of the refugees. Hinge on other countries to alleviate the pressures on 

their countries. 

Greece, Cyprus, Portugal, and Italy 

- Have faced a great amount of negative change as a result of the adoption of the Euro 

leading to less faith in the EU system. 
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