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Letter from the Chair 

Dear Delegates, 

Hello and welcome!  My name is Conner Goodwin, a senior here at St. John’s Prep.  I 

will be serving as your chair for the DISEC committee on the renegotiation of the Iran Nuclear 

Deal.  I joined our Model UN club as a sophomore, and have attended numerous conferences at 

both the high school and college level.  At school, I also am a part of the Academic Bowl team 

and play water polo and ultimate disc.  For me, Model UN is so important because in addition to 

allowing its members to stay up to date on global issues and concerns, it calls those participating 

to use diplomacy and public speaking to find solutions to relevant problems in our world today. 

I look forward to some thought provoking and exciting debate at the conference, and additional 

research will definitely be helpful in accomplishing this.  If you have any questions at all, don’t 

hesitate in contacting me.  Good luck with research, and see you at the conference!  

 

Regards, 

Conner Goodwin ‘19 

cgoodwin19@stjohnsprep.org  
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Committee Description 

The committee for Disarmament and International Security (DISEC) is the first 

committee of the United Nations General Assembly.  Since it is a subset of the General 

Assembly, all 193 UN member states can attend committee meetings.  DISEC addresses 

disarmament, global challenges and threats to peace that affect the international community as a 

whole and attempts to present solutions to such challenges.  All matters relating to the committee 

are considered within the realm of the Charter of the United Nations and the powers and 

functions of any other UN organ.  DISEC is also guided by the general principles of cooperation 

in order to maintain international peace and security in addition to the philosophy that global 

stability is strengthened by lower levels of armaments.  DISEC sessions are divided into the 

traditional stages of UN diplomacy, which include general debate, thematic discussions and 

finally actions on drafts.   As provided for in the Charter of the UN, the General Assembly and 1

the committees within it may suggest measures for the peaceful change of any international 

situation, regardless of origin, that threatens the general welfare or relations among nations. 

Each member will have one vote.  Decisions regarding passing resolutions will be made by a 

two-thirds majority of those voting, and the remainder of decisions will be made by a simple 

majority.   2

 

 

 

1 "Disarmament and International Security (First Committee)." United Nations. http://www.un.org/en/ga/first/. 
 
2 "Charter of the United Nations, Chapter IV." United Nations. 
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iv/index.html. 



Statement of the Problem 

In July of 2015, the P5+1 (the five permanent members of the UNSC in China, France, 

Russia, the UK and the USA plus Germany), along with the European Union, concluded two 

years of negotiations on a deal with Iran known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA), officially taking effect in January 2016.  The JCPOA was established with the goal of 

expanding Iran’s nuclear “breakout time”—the time it would to develop a nuclear 

weapon—from just a few weeks to an entire year.   The JCPOA mandates that Iran restricts its 3

uranium enrichment centers, shut down a specified heavy water reactor and be subjected to 

monitoring from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to ensure compliance.  It also 

called for Iran to reduce its uranium enrichment centrifuges and limit operations at its Fordow 

and Natanz reactor facilities.  In exchange, the parties to the agreement would lift economic 

sanctions against the Middle Eastern power.   Until the JCPOA, the coordinated sanctions of the 4

US, European Union and others caused enough domestic strife to bring Iran’s government to the 

negotiating table.  Since the deal was issued, Iran has exceeded the 130 metric ton limit on heavy 

water (water with hydrogen atoms replaced with the isotope deuterium for use in nuclear 

reactors) on multiple occasions and been involved in controversial missile launch testing.  In 

April of 2018, Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu released files that detail Project 

Amad, an Iranian program that operated between 1999 and 2003 to pursue nuclear weapons 

technology.  Much of this information had already been available, years before JCPOA 

3 Bradner, Eric. “What's in the Iran Nuclear Deal? 7 Key Points - CNNPolitics.” CNN, Cable News Network, 2 Apr. 
2015. 
 
4 Laub, Zachary. “The Impact of the Iran Nuclear Agreement.” Council on Foreign Relations, Council on Foreign 
Relations, 8 May 2018. 
 



negotiations began.   At the same time, other nations (particularly the United States) have been 5

slow in easing previously enacted economic sanctions.  

On May 8, 2018, US President Donald Trump announced that he would withdraw the US 

from the JCPOA, upsetting the delicate balance of priorities negotiated by the remainder of the 

P5+1 to limit Iran’s nuclear capacity.  He then signed a memorandum that would reinstitute and 

increase economic sanctions against Iran.  On May 21, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 

listed twelve demands that a new deal with Iran would have to contain for the US to agree to it, 

including completely halting uranium enrichment, ending the proliferation of nuclear missile 

systems and allowing the IAEA to have “unqualified access to all sites throughout the entire 

county”.  The US would, in return, end sanctions against Iran, establishing full diplomatic and 

commercial relationships with the country and allow the nation to pursue more advanced 

technology.   On June 6, 2018, Iran opened a new centrifuge production facility, within the 6

constraints of the JCPOA, an act that Iran’s ambassador to the IAEA Reza Najafi called part of 

“preparatory works for a possible scenario” in which the JCPOA were to fail.  In August, Iran 

made an appeal to the UN Security Council, asking it to block any US sanctions.   Even more 7

recently, on November 5, 2018, the United States officially restored sanctions against Iranian oil, 

banking and transportation, threatening more action in the future.   8

5 DiChristopher, Tom. “Netanyahu Says Files Show Iran Lied 'Big Time' about Developing Nuclear Weapons.” 
CNBC, CNBC, 1 May 2018 
6 Gordon, Michael R. “U.S. Lays Out Demands for New Iran Deal.” The Wall Street Journal, Dow Jones & 
Company, 21 May 2018. 
 
7 Associated Press. “Iran Asks UN's High Court to Block U.S. Sanctions.” CBS News, CBS Interactive, 27 Aug. 
2018.  
 
8 Wroughton, Lesley. “U.S. Reimposes Iran Sanctions, Tehran Decries 'Bullying'.” Reuters, Thomson Reuters, 5 
Nov. 2018. 



This issue is so important because Iran is one of the major players vying for control in the 

Middle East; economic sanctions and its ability to develop nuclear technology drastically affect 

its standing in the region.  Additionally, five of the signatories to the deal (China, France, Russia, 

the United Kingdom and the United States) sit as permanent members on the UN Security 

Council with veto power, so any disagreement between the countries (as the US has shown) 

could halt progress in negotiations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



History of the Problem 

Iran’s interest in nuclear technology began in the 1950s, when the American-backed Shah 

Reza Pahlavi reached out to the US for technical help through the US Atoms for Peace Program.  9

In November 1967, the United States provided Iran with its first ever nuclear reactor, the 

five-megawatt Tehran Research Reactor.  Its operation depended on US supplied uranium, 

enriched to 93 percent.  The Atomic Energy Organization of Iran was established in 1974 under 

Shah Reza Pahlavi, with the goal of constructing 23 nuclear power plants and generating 23,000 

megawatts of energy over 20 years.  The country signed contracts to establish relationships with 

uranium producing corporations in France, Namibia and South Africa over the next five years.  

In 1979, the Iranian Revolution transpired, an event that coincided with the Iranian 

hostage crisis.  Diplomatic and economic relations between Iran and the West were weakened as 

a result.   Once opposed to nuclear technology, ruler Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini eventually 10

decided to pursue it.  By 1984, the US Department of State officially added Iran to its list of state 

sponsors of terrorism, a move that would lead to the imposition of sanctions on the Iranian 

economy.  In 1987, Iran for the first time received design plans for building a P-1 centrifuge.  11

These devices are key in developing both nuclear energy and nuclear weapons because they are 

involved in the uranium enrichment process.  Natural uranium is composed almost entirely of the 

9 “Iran: Nuclear.” Nuclear Threat Initiative - Ten Years of Building a Safer World, 2018. 
 
10 “The Iranian Hostage Crisis.” U.S. Department of State, U.S. Department of State, 
history.state.gov/departmenthistory/short-history/iraniancrises. 
 
11 Davenport, Kelsey. “Timeline of Nuclear Diplomacy With Iran.” Arms Control Association, 4 Nov. 2018 
 



isotope uranium-238, while highly enriched uranium (weapons grade uranium) contains mostly 

uranium-235; this change can take place within a centrifuge.   12

In 1992, US Congress passed the Iran-Iraq Arms Nonproliferation Act, prohibiting the 

transfer of goods or technology that could help Iran improve weapons production.  During the 

same year, Russia and Iran agreed to a bilateral nuclear cooperation agreement.   Iran took part 13

in similar deals with Pakistan and China around the same time period.  Tensions remained 

strained between Iran and the West, and in 2003, the IAEA Board of Governors adopted a 

resolution calling for Iran to halt all nuclear enrichment related activity and to allow for IAEA 

investigators to enter the country.  In the following year, the IAEA publicly announced that Iran 

failed to cooperate with investigators, and in response, Iran reneged its initial pledge to stop 

nuclear enrichment activities.  A few months later, however, Iran entered talks with France, 

Germany and the United Kingdom and decided to once again suspend enrichment related 

activities through the Paris Agreement.  After the CIA obtained thousands of pages detailing an 

Iranian plan to develop a nuclear warhead, Iran declared that this information had been forged, 

and an impasse between Iran and the West ensued.   14

In 2005 and 2006, Iran notified the IAEA that it would resume enrichment activities at 

multiple locations and that it would reject a new proposal put forth by France, Germany and the 

United Kingdom.  Upon hearing these actions, the UN Security Council issued a Presidential 

Statement, which called upon Iran to cooperate with the IAEA and then to suspend enrichment 

activities.  The Council also imposed sanctions on Iran, prohibiting countries from sending Iran 

12 “Uranium Enrichment.” World Nuclear Association, Oct. 2018. 
 
13 “Iran: Nuclear.” Nuclear Threat Initiative - Ten Years of Building a Safer World, 2018. 
14 “Iran: Nuclear.” Nuclear Threat Initiative - Ten Years of Building a Safer World, 2018. 
 



nuclear or missile technology.  Iran largely ignored the Council’s requests, and by 2009 Iran 

disclosed that it would be building another enrichment facility.   President Mahmoud 15

Ahmadinejad later announced the country’s intention to construct ten more facilities, with work 

to begin within a year.  

Brazil, Turkey and Iran attempted to create a deal in which Iran would export uranium to 

the other two countries, but Western nations struck down the measure because Iran did not agree 

to export enough.  After this lengthy period of failed cooperation, the West began to take other 

forms of action.  In June of 2010, US Congress extended sanctions against firms investing in 

Iran’s energy sector.  During the same month, the European Union agreed to issue further 

sanctions on Iran, in the areas of trade, financial services, energy and transport.  In November of 

2011, the IAEA released a report that more completely explained Iran’s secret nuclear weapons 

program, for the first time compiling all known information into one document and exposing 

possible military aspects to Iran’s program.  Russia and China continued to block sanctions 

through the UN Security Council, so the US and EU took separate measures.   16

US Congress sanctioned Iran’s Central Bank and all foreign financial institutions 

processing Iranian oil (with some countries receiving exemptions if they significantly decreased 

Iranian oil purchases); the EU decided to phase out Iranian oil imports.  In addition, Israel’s 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, speaking to the UN General Assembly, decried any further 

amassing of uranium by Iran.    With this mounting pressure, Iran agreed to more stringent 17

investigations from the IAEA.  In June of 2013, Hassan Rouhani won Iran’s presidential 

15 Davenport, Kelsey. “Timeline of Nuclear Diplomacy With Iran.” Arms Control Association, 4 Nov. 2018 
16 “Iran: Nuclear.” Nuclear Threat Initiative - Ten Years of Building a Safer World, 2018. 
 
17 Davenport, Kelsey. “Timeline of Nuclear Diplomacy With Iran.” Arms Control Association, 4 Nov. 2018 
 



elections, indicating a shift in Iranian nuclear policy.  Rouhani stated that his foremost goal 

would be to lift the oppressive sanctions that had been leveled against his country.  As a result, 

secret bilateral discussions between the US and Iran that had began in March of 2013 continued, 

and Geneva hosted the first round of negotiations between the P5+1 and Iran in October of that 

year.   After intense, lengthy deliberation, the sides reached an agreement with the Joint 18

Comprehensive Plan of Action in July of 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 “Iran: Nuclear.” Nuclear Threat Initiative - Ten Years of Building a Safer World, 2018. 



Questions to Consider 

● Why did the United States remove itself from the JCPOA in 2018? 

● Are economic sanctions or multilateral agreements more effective in limiting the nuclear 

activity and capacity of Iran? 

● Has your country faced economic sanctions in the past?  If so, what was their effect? 

● Does the JCPOA or economic sanctions respect the sovereignty of Iran? 

● Under what terms would the United States be willing to re-enter an agreement with Iran 

regarding its nuclear program? 

● What role does DISEC play in facilitating or recommending an agreement between Iran 

and other countries?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bloc Positions 

*It is important to note that these bloc positions are broad generalizations; each country’s 

individual position is likely more nuanced based on its experience with nuclear weapons, 

relationship with Iran, past economic sanctions or the current ruling administration.  External 

research will help make a country’s perspective more clear. 

 

United States: The US is seeking a new nuclear deal with Iran, one that is much harsher on its 

requirements for Iran in terms of allowing monitoring from the IAEA and shutting down 

enrichment facilities (as outlined by Sec. of State Pompeo in May of 2018).  It appears that the 

US is willing to continue with its own sanctions until a new deal can be reached. 

 

P5+1 (minus the US), Iran: These countries are working to uphold the JCPOA in its current 

form or create a new agreement with similar resolutions. 

 

Middle East: Countries in the Middle East are competing for power with Iran in the region, and 

generally support either a much more stringent iteration of an agreement with Iran or no 

agreement and individual countries levying their own sanctions. 

 

Energy Dependents: Countries that rely upon others for energy (particularly oil from Iran) 

support the JCPOA or a similar agreement because it allows for Iran to engage in international 

trade more efficiently with other nations.  

 



Research 

Links to helpful sources can be found attached to each citation in the Works Cited section 

of this document.  It is important to understand what the JCPOA encompasses, the history 

leading up to the agreement, and the perspective of the country that one will be representing (that 

country’s history with nuclear technology, Iran and current viewpoints). 
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