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A Letter From The Chair 

Dear Delegates, 

Hello, and welcome! Our names are Nicole Taylor and Lindsey Gilfeather, and we are juniors               

from the Model United Nations team at the Dana Hall School. We both play sports at Dana, such                  

as field hockey and lacrosse, and we are involved in several clubs and extracurriculars along with                

MUN. We have both been on the team since our sophomore year and we look forward to another                  

season full of discussion, debate, and new experiences with our peers. The two of us highly                

advise that you come to the conference fully prepared in order to properly represent your country                

and that you work diligently to solve the pressing issue surrounding the Maputo protocol. As               

former African Studies students, we have learned that unfortunately it is very easy to encounter               

incorrect information that generalizes the African continent. We urge you to keep this in mind as                

you move forward and seek out information that properly reflects the diversity and complexity of               

the African continent.  

 Thank you, and see you in December!  

Regards, 

Lindsey and Nicole 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Committee Description 

The African Union was established on September 9th 1999 to speed up the             

socio-economic development of the African continent while addressing continent specific issues           

that have arisen from events such as colonization. The creation of the African Union has greatly                

and positively influenced the ability of the countries involved to take part in international politics               

and in the global economy.  

The African Union has 55 members, all of whom represent diverse opinions and beliefs,              

which should be kept in mind by delegates both during the research process and throughout the                

course of the conference. In addition, the African Union was founded on the philosophy “think               

Africa above all” in order to promote transcontinental solidarity and unity, something that should              

be evident during debate (African Union).  

The powers of the African Union include: the ability to defend the sovereignty of              

members, to promote peace and safety throughout the continent, to advocate for international             

cooperation, to protect liberties defined by the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights, to               

generate conditions that allow African countries to play a role in the global economy and abolish                

those that do not, to promote professions in the STEM fields, and to promote the health of the                  

African people who have been affected by treatable diseases.  

 

 

 

 

 



Statement of the Problem 

The Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of               

Women in Africa, known commonly as the Maputo protocol, was put in place in March of 1955                 

as the result of a convention held by WiLDAF (Women in Law and Development in Africa).                

Hosted in Lomé, Togo, members of WiLDAF present in this meeting called for the              

implementation of a protocol to the already-existing African Charter on Human and Peoples’             

rights, one that would specifically address the rights and adversities of African women. The              

OAU (Assembly of the Organization of African Unity), predecessor to the assembly of the              

African Union, held a meeting in Addis Ababa in June of the same year to mandate that the                  

ACHPR (African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights) develop this protocol. This was a              

turning point for the cause, as a first draft written by representatives of African NGOs was                

submitted to the ACHPR’s 22nd session soon after in October of 1997. The revision process,               

directed by other cooperating NGOs, spanned from this time until January of 1998. Finally, after               

having its production stalled throughout ‘01 and ‘02, the African Union adopted the protocol in               

July of 2003 in Maputo, Mozambique. It became effective in 2005.  

However, although the ratification of the Maputo Protocol was a great stride towards             

closing the gender gap in Africa, the legislative enforcement and the overall effectiveness have,              

in the majority of countries, been quite underwhelming. There is no doubt that the Maputo               

protocol has the potential to enact great change, but the misogyny that has been so deeply                

embedded into many African societies needs to be combated in a variety of manners. It has been                 

statistically estimated that over half of sub-Saharan Africa lives below the poverty line, and that               

eighty percent of the impoverished are women. Furthermore, a BBC report from 2003 shows that               



South African women in particular are just as likely to be sexually assaulted as they are to learn                  

how to read, if not more. In theory, the development of the Maputo protocol is excellent for                 

African women, but protocols cannot work effectively if laws are not passed to carry out their                

intent. This task of pushing for legal policies is almost impossible with an extremely              

marginalized population of females in government and only a mere 6% in national legislature.              

The odds are very much stacked against women in Africa, and there is a urgent need for social                  

and political reform.  

In addition, there are many obstacles that prevent the Maputo protocol from successfully             

bringing about change. One key obstacle is direct rejection in certain parts of Africa. Sixteen               

countries have signed, but not ratified the document, making it completely ineffective within             

those borders. Furthermore, three of these nations have neither signed nor ratified, proving this              

minority opposed to prioritizing gender equality. However, in 2009 the African Union demanded             

that a “2020 deadline” be put in place for universal ratification of the protocol for all AU                 

member nations. It is crucial that these sixteen countries ratify the Maputo protocol before 2020,               

in order to avoid conflict.  

One other major obstacle in the fight for a universally ratified Maputo protocol is              

religious and cultural backlash. Article 14, dedicated to discussing women’s reproductive health            

and the HIV/AIDS crisis, is heavily criticized by the Catholic community in Africa. The article               

defines abortion as a human right, particularly when the mother has experienced rape or trauma               

that burdens her pregnancy. The Joint Christian Council in Uganda promoted rejection of the              

Maputo protocol solely because of this article, claiming that these sections directly contradict             

Catholic morality. Much of the Muslim community throughout Africa also strongly opposes the             



Maputo protocol because of its articles on FGM, polygamous marriage, and traditional practices             

concerning marriage. Niger acts as a strong example, for it still continues to support traditional               

child marriage and similar practices after having voted against ratification in 2006. Religion,             

culture, and political representation in Africa are some of the major oppositions that the              

supporters and creators of the Maputo Protocol face, but they are not the only ones. Countries                

must consider all possible grievances towards the document and find ways enforce the             

effectiveness of the protocol in every member nation of the African Union.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



History of The Problem 

The origin of the Maputo Protocol lies in the idea that women’s rights have often been                

neglected and completely disregarded. Throughout Africa there has been historical patterns of            

patriarchy and discrimination against women. Such discrimination can refer to the inability to             

receive an education or sexual discrimination such as female genital mutilation. This practice             

which is extremely dangerous and condemned by the Maputo Protocol is yet to be outlawed in                

multiple African countries such as Senegal, Tanzania, Egypt, and Ethiopia.  

Misogyny has been embedded into many society, not just in the African continent, and              

continues in many. However, certain countries, typically more developed ones, have been more             

effective at eradicating it from their societies. Therefore, an important factor that prevents many              

African countries from fully combating misogyny is how recently they have gained their             

independence. Thus these governments are trying to play catch up with the rest of the developed                

world while attempting to put policies in place and enforce the protocol.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions to Consider 

1. Is religious opposition to the Maputo protocol justified? What defines the border between a 

document that promotes positive change and one that offensively infringes on religious beliefs 

and practices? 

2. Is it possible to create an Africa with more female representatives in government in order to 

enforce the Maputo protocol? Would that help or harm the cause? 

3. What actions can the African Union take to motivate ratification in all member nations? What 

consequences could it put in place for member nations that do not follow suit? 

4. What actions can members of the African Union take to ensure universal ratification? 
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